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When the editor requested an article on one phase of Dr. Maier’s 
' work, we suggested the phenomenal growth of his radio mission, but the 
editor felt that because the Lutheran Hour’s history was well known, he pre- 
ferred a documented presentation of a less emphasized facet of Dr. Maier’s 
many-sided activities, with quotations which could be used as source 
material. His clear, consistent view of the menace of Red Communism’s 
objectives and tactics, especially while the U.S.S.R. was our ally in the 
war years, when it was especially popular to support Soviet policies, he 
proclaimed fearlessly. From the time that our nation recognized the 
U.S.S.R. diplomatically, Dr. Maier foresaw the danger of the Reds’ 
principles of atheism to the Christian Church, to the preaching of the 
saving Gospel throughout the world, to freedom of worship, to the dem- 
ocratic ideals established by our Christian nation. For this position Dr. 
Maier needs no apology today. His view was prophetic. The editor ac- 
cepted the topic of Dr. Maier’s unrelenting stand against atheistic Com- 
munism, and we collected the salient representative quotations from his 
published works and material which will be printed posthumously. 


Walter Arthur Maier graduated from Concordia Theological 
Seminary in Saint Louis a year before the Russian Empire fell in 
the chaos which followed the Revolution of 1917. With the rise of 
atheistic Communism, which had an ideal breeding bed in czarist 
Russia, where tyranny created serfdom; moral life in the higher 
strata of Russian society was decadent; the masses were ignorant 
and impoverished; an over-liturgical Church had pageantry but 
little piety, corruption instead of Christ, superstition instead of the 


* Miss Schwenk was the private secretary of Dr. Maier up to the time of 
his death, after having been associated with him for 21 years. 


1 Tt may be that our international course, influenced strongly by atheists, 
is headed toward hostility to the Savior and persecution of His followers. Yet even 
opposition will be for our blessing. The reign of bloody terror under which Eu- 
ropean churches suffered now appears to have been destined for their good. The 
head of the Russian Orthodox Church explains that during the czarist regime 
the churches had grown too rich, too soft. “When the revolution took away our 
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saving Gospel, Dr. Moise recognized the dangers of current Com- 
munism to the Church of Jesus and warned against atheistic and 
Red practices and promises, which he feared would destroy the price- 
less American heritage of religious freedom and curtail Christian 
missionary activity throughout the world.” With loyalty to Christ 
and with a passion for souls that filled him with zeal in bringing 
Christ to the nations, he maintained his position whether Russia 
was in or out of international and diplomatic favor, oe in 
the United States. 7 

Because of his denunciations er atheistic Communica during 
the years of World War II he was challenged by the so-called 
Friends of Democracy. He was forthright in his stand and never 
vacillated with popular opinion nor played political possum. Shortly 
after the United States recognized the U.S.S.R., Dr. Maier’s 
editorial, “The Church will Never Recognize Atheism,” appeared 
in the December, 1933, Walther League Messenger. In this he 
declared: 


wealth, we had to find our souls. I thank God’ for persecution. .. . When Stalin 
closed the seminaries, he did a good thing, for the seminaries were corrupt.” 
Listen, too, as that authority warns, “I see in the Christian churches of America 
many of the signs of decay which I saw in the churches of Russia before the 
revolution — considerable wealth, absence of conviction . . . an easy-going religion 
... nominal church loyalty which is not backed by personal character and con- 
duct.” Yet all the might and money mobilized by men and devils cannot take our 
Lord from us. He lives to help us live! He will keep His promise: “Lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world.” “I will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee.” — Walter A. Maier, Rebuilding with Christ, addresses from 12th Lutheran 
Hour series, February to May, 1945, pp. 223—224. 

The heavenly hammer and the celestial sickle will also strike those who are 
responsible for the conditions which help provoke such atheism. Why did this 
evil get its first foothold in Russia? Because there, under the czarist regime, millions 
of poor peasants were exploited by wealthy landowners, by military leaders, and — 
may God forgive them! —by churches themselves. . . . In far too many instances 
the churches neglected the saving Gospel of the Lord Jesus with its sustaining love 
and substituted superstitions for Christ’s comfort. The Russian churches could have 
saved their country from Communism had they consistently preached and practiced 
God’s Word of warning and welcome; instead, they lost themselves in ease, error, 
and selfish ambition. Then the hammer of God, using Communism, just as in the 
Old Testament the Almighty used a dozen different foreign foes to punish unfaithful 
Israel, punished this selfishness and pride and coldness with the most grievous 
calamities the records of religion show. — Walter A. Maier, “Heaven’s Hammer 
and Sickle,” 15th Lutheran Hour series, sermon for April 18, 1948. 


2 If the anti-Bible, anti-Christ attitude of Modernism increases, it will only 
serve to fan the flames of discontent and Communism. Had all the churches of 
Russia preached the truth of God; had their leading priests, instead of bowing and 
scraping before despotic government officials, worked for the poor and downtrodden, 
that country might never have staggered under the Red ruin. And if conditions 
become more serious in our country, as destitution spreads over even wider circles, it 
will require no prophetic insight to predict that the impact-of mass hatred will be 
directed against all religion, because liberal churches have left the hearts of the 
people Unuchegs except by resentment. — Walter A. Maier, The Radio for Christ, 
addresses from the 6th Lutheran Hour series, 1938—1939, pp. 314—315. 


“ 
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- The basic political principles of Communism, the surrender of private 
property, the socializing of the family, and the submergence of individual 
rights, are fundamentally opposed to the foundations of our American com- 
monwealth and are antagonistic to every form of representative government. 
Not only that, but the Soviet government is dedicated to a program of 
creating a world revolution. Our administration leaders in 1928, when 
there was no need for Russian credit and commerce, gave this pronounce- 
ment in the words of Secretary of State Kellogg: “Current developments 
demonstrate the continued persistence at Moscow of a dominating world 
revolutionary purpose and the practical manifestation of this purpose in 
such ways as render impossible the establishment of normal relations with 
the Soviet government. The present rulers of Russia, while seeking to 
direct the evolution of Russia along political, economic, and social lines 
_in such manner as to make it an effective ‘base of revolution,’ continue to 
carry on, through the Communist International and other organizations 
with headquarters at Moscow, within the borders of other nations, including 
the United States, extensive and carefully planned operations for the pur- 
pose of ultimately bringing about the overthrow of the existing order in 
such nations.” 

In the five years since this official warning was issued, the Com- 
munistic purpose and objectives have not changed. Transferred to our 
own country, the Soviet program would quickly destroy our institutions, 
cancel the individual liberties, and substitute for the freedom purchased 
by heroic sacrifice of our colonial regiments, the supertyranny of a Soviet 
commissariat. 

It is inevitable that with the recent recognition of Russia, Com- 
munistic forces in our country (much larger numerically than the Rus- 
_sian confréres who brought about the rise of Soviet supremacy) will be 
strengthened, ‘their Sunday schools, institutions for teaching of godlessness 
and irreligion, increased, their newspapers and publications widened, their 
force and fervor intensified. The Soviet government has agreed to stop all 
propaganda in the United States, but the renewal of diplomatic relations 
with our country will not curb the spread of Communistic influence. While 
our government, moved directly by commercial motives, has reversed the 
emphatic opinion of the last administration and declared that Red Russia, 
ruled by a coterie of atheists and dedicated to the world revolution, is 
a safe and desirable member in the family of nations, the Christian must 
renew his vow of hostility to this enthroned blasphemy and redouble his 
interest and prayers in behalf of the oppressed millions of Christians in 
Russia.* ‘ 

Christian conviction will never recognize the atheism that has usurped 
absolute control in Russia. It is one thing for a nation to establish dip- 
lomatic relations with an anti-Christian, anti-religious administration; but 
it is another for Christians, who regard the glorification of their Savior 
as one of life’s highest objectives, to admit that this tyranny of atheism 
deserves any more recognition than one accords to powerful poison. For 


8 Walther League Messenger, December, 1933, Vol. 43, No.5, p. 239. 
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the Communistic principles, as practiced and applied in Russia, are destruc- 
tive of our highest ideals for the Church, the State, and the home.* 


Before Pearl Harbor Dr. Maier declared: 

We hear much today of international understanding; but the League 
of Nations has failed, and have we any reason to suppose that the United 
States of Europe, which, some hope, will emerge from the war, will succeed? 
From Moscow, Communism sends out its agitators to the workers of the 
world, asking for international uprising against the present order for 
the establishment of Soviet brotherhood; and masses in this country, as 


among the unemployed, poorer classes in other nations, listen with cupped 


ears to their lies and shameless falsehoods. Where has Communism ever 
raised sums comparable to the hundreds of millions of dollars Christians 


give to help benighted races, to heal the sick in body and in mind, to 


provide for the suffering poor at home and abroad? Workers of America, 
close your ears to the chants of Communism! Turn to Christ, who has 
proved Himself the divine Savior of all men, whose Spirit has helped ten 
thousands of missionaries sacrifice almost everything men regard as precious 
in their effort to bring eternal help and hope into the night of heathen- 
dom! © 


Moved by a mighty zeal for Christ and for spreading the 
Savior’s Gospel, Dr. Maier established objectives clearly and worked 
toward them assiduously. Dr. Maier looked at the results of Com- 
munism and their effect on Christ’s cause. He therefore did not 
dwell lengthily on the philosophy of Hegel, the ideology of Engel, 
the theory of Marx; when he saw that Communism’s anti-God, 
anti-Bible, anti-Christ brutalities were robbing man of his soul, his 
Savior, his Church, his ethics, his morals, his individual rights, his 
family, then, with all the fervor and energy Dr. Maier could gen- 
erate, he sought to warn and save that soul.° 


4 Ibid., p. 203. 
Ibid., p. 203. 


6 We ask trusting adherence to these truths; for every one of them stresses 
our dependence on God and helps to portray the divine estimate of our souls. 
To sound the warning against the destructive tendencies of those who seek to remove 
Christ from every sphere of influence in our hearts and lives, these broadcasts 
will be pointed against all Scripture-ridiculing and Christ-denying enemies of the 
soul: the infidelity of Modernism, the irreligion of Communism, the immorality of 
atheism, the subtle attacks on the Christian home, the anti-Christian and anti- 
moral teachings frequently inculcated by anti-religious culture —all this not for the 
sake of contentiousness, but solely for the purpose of testifying to God’s holy 
appraisal of your soul.— The Cross from Coast to Coast, 5th Lutheran Hour, 
1937—1938, p. 11. : 

If Herod was the one leader who then sought to remove the Redeemer of 
the race, today we have hundreds. Karl Marx, advance agent of present-day 
atheists, screamed: “We must make war against all prevailing ideas of religion. 
The idea of God is the keystone of a perverted civilization. It must be destroyed.” 
As you see more churches desecrated and more Christians martyred in the past 
thirty years than in any previous third of a century, recognize that hatred of the 


co 
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In 1943 Dr. Maier pleaded: 


When the war is over, we must bring Christ to Europe’s blood- 
drained, war-sick, impoverished people. Will some of you whom the Lord 
has blessed financially be willing to take over a station in Central or South 
America, at $200 or $300 for an entire year? Will others stand by our 
side and bear the charges of a broadcast in Africa, China, the Dutch East 
Indies — again for only $200 or $300 a year? Hundreds should answer 
the God-given opportunity of sponsoring a broadcast in Germany, Czech- 
oslovakia, France, the Scandinavian countries, Australia, and, as we hope 
and pray, even Russia. Five or six thousand dollars will anually send the 
message of the Cross to millions in these countries. Our Bringing Christ 
to the Nations broadcast is committed to use every available station through- 
out the world for the purpose of showing men that they are sinners and 
“convincing them by the Holy Spirit that they are saved by faith in the 
cleansing blood, the atoning death, and the life-giving resurrection of 
Christ. We should expand in the United States with a second broadcast 
that can reach those who are prevented from hearing our Sunday messages. 
... With all the prudence, courage, and support God gives us, we should 
restlessly, day and night, strive to fulfill the Pentecost command and be 
witnesses unto Jesus... . In the Savior’s name, I plead with you: Stand 
by! You have it in your power, under divine blessing, to make this the 
most far-reaching Gospel-spreading agency history has ever known.’ 


His faith was on fire for the Lord. He made the widest advance in 
fulfilling the great commission of Christ, “Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the Gospel to every creature,” for his voice was heard 
regularly on the six continents and on the islands of the seas. It is 
almost as if Christ had said, “Go you, Walter A. Maier. .. .” Mail 
came to him from listeners living in one hundred lands. Christmas 
Day, 1949, when he preached his last sermon, the Lutheran Hour 
went out in a miracle of the modern Pentecost in fifty tongues, over 
more than 1,200 radio outlets. His Christ-exalting words were trans- 
lated into seven languages which reached behind the Iron Curtain. 
The Lutheran Hour in the United States, in October of 1949, added 
the outlets of the American Broadcasting Company to the Mutual 
Broadcasting System which aired the messages for fifteen years. 
Within a span of seven years Dr. Maier’s radio mission for his 
beloved Redeemer reached the countries he mentioned by name in 
his fervent plea made in 1943. 


holy Christ did not die with Herod, but has viciously increased in our enlightened 
day, fulfilling Scripture’s clear predictions. — Walter A. Maier, A Thousand Voices 
Proclaim Christ, 15th Lutheran Hour series of sermons, part 1. Sermon delivered 
January 4, 1948. Book on the press at the time of this writing. 


7 Walter A. Maier, America, Turn to Christ, Lutheran Hour sermons from 
Easter through Christmastide, 1943, p. 131. 
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While Dr. Maier prayed for the souls of all persons in Russia 
and asked the Holy Spirit to bring them and all men to Christ,” 
he warned for more than two decades against the dangers lurking 
in current Communism’s materialistic philosophy of man, atheism, 
ethics, dictatorial control of the state, and aim of world revolution, 
and he pointed to the distaster and ruin it may wreak in our mis- 
sionary field and national institutions.” 


Millions of Lutheran Hour listeners heard his voice cry out 
against the destruction which atheist Communism would bring 
to our Church, our home and family life, our schools, and our work. 
The following excerpts from his radio messages are presented chron- 


Supe alae THE CHURCH 


A deeper tragedy of our restless day is the failure of many churches 
to answer the growing appeal of distracted hearts. Instead of offering the 
comfort of Christ to men’s souls, churchmen are too often fighting over 
their bodies. Look at them as they pass in the away-from-Christ proces- 
sion — the high priests of thinly veneered unbelief, enthroned in Gold 
Coast cathedrals, the pampered favorites of American plutocrats, preaching 
a silk-hat, kid-glove religion that leaves the soul problems of the masses 


8 |. . you must become a new creature! How can this change be brought 
about? How can those who loved sin love the Lord? By surgery? Can a new heart 
be transplanted into our breasts? A Dayton, Ohio, listener writes, ‘‘Please tell the 


truth about Russian Communists,” implying that in battling against atheism I have 


shown a hatred for the Russian people. We love these people and want to bring 
them the Gospel. Let me clear this up once and for all! I, as every Christian, 
can hate no one, certainly not the Russians, and especially not God’s children in 
that vast country. But just as clearly let me insist that no believer can ever exalt 
leaders who are against God and His Son, who have persecuted Christians, destroyed 
churches, boasted of their blasphemy, advocated the overthrow of our form of 
government, and agitated for world revolution—no matter how closely these men 
may be allied with us! Don’t write me that I am preaching politics when I say this! 
Was Isaiah preaching politics when he denounced godless Ahaz? Was Jeremiah 
preaching politics when he attacked Jehoiakim? Was John the Baptist preaching 
politics when he assailed Herod? How can you expect me to see my Lord and 
Savior viciously blasphemed —and not protest? If anyone in Moscow, in Berlin, 
or for that matter in Washington, cries out against Christ, I cry out against him. — 
Now what was it that listener wanted to tell me about the Russians? Just this, that 
Professor Nikolai Sinitsyn, of the Gorky Medical Institute, has succeeded in trans- 
planting the heart of a frog. Does he imply that human hearts may be transplanted? 
Even if this were possible, you could not make a new creature by a physical change 
in man’s heart or in all his vital organs. You would have to change his soul. 
Men may alter their outward appearance, but before God they are all victims of 
their own vices. Plastic surgery can produce startling facial disguises, but the most 
skillful skin grafting cannot turn a sinner into a saint. — Jesus Christ, Our Hope, 
12th Lutheran Hour, October, 1944, January, 1945, pp. 246—247. 


9 “We will create peace through a world revolution,’ Communists promise. 
“We will overthrow capitalism, do away with private property, and remove national 
barriers, which breed hostility.” Yet the atheism and the persecution of Christianity 
which have marked Communism can send our country into a living hell. — Let Us 
Return Unto the Lord, 13th Lutheran Hour, October, 1945—January, 1946, p. 91. 
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untouched. Here is the radical fringe that flirts with Communism, con- 
sorts with atheism, champions the heaven-on-earth idea, proclaims a social 
gospel, but not a saving Gospel, exalts the Christ of the loaves and the 
fishes, but turns from the Christ of the agony and the blood. Here are 
the clerical politicians, who leap across the Scripturally imposed line of sep- 
aration between Church and State, the demagogs who scream out their 
endorsement of partisan programs that would foist the laws of their Church 
upon this nation. : es 

Before God and before you, as a great host of living witnesses, I 
promise that our broadcasts will offer strenuous and unsparing protest. 
against these desecrations of the divine and redeeming Christ. With the 
ancient commission ringing in our ears, “Comfort ye, comfort ye, My 
people, saith your God!” we publicly declare that no new doctrines, the- 
ological novelties, political panaceas, financial programs, inflammatory ap- 
peals to blind passions, no surrender or compromise of a single syllable of 
Christian faith, will be tolerated. In these broadcasts — which are not to 
take the place of regular church services —every message, every hymn, 
every ptayer — this we promise — will be Christ-grounded, Christ-centered, 
Christ-directed.1° 

Do you know that at the recent World Congress of the Godless in 
Moscow forty-six nations were represented; that after eighteen years of 
the vilest war against Christ history has ever witnessed, over half of the 
120,000 Russion churches have been demolished and many of the others 
desecrated; that 42,000 clergymen have been dragged to Soviet concentra- 
tion camps; that international war against religion has been declared in 
twelve different languages; that millions of rubles are being gathered, by 
contribution and lottery, to erect a down-with-God broadcasting station and 
to finance seven thousand away-with-Christ clubs, schools, and museums? 

Yet far more perilous than these attacks of organized atheism and 
the like-minded efforts in our own country are the folly and tragedy that 
blight our own lives when we stubbornly resist God and change the 
Savior’s prayer “Thy will be done” into the selfish, arrogant “My will be 
done.” . . . with the stamp of divine approval “God wills it!” on our 
impulses and action, while awaiting the glories of a heavenly tomorrow, 
we can find peace in the war-ridden world, shelter in the storms of life, 
guidance in the endless maze of surrounding error by obeying God and 
resigning to His will." 

It is not the wealth of the churches, their social influence, their size, 
and the number of their adherents that can give them real strength and 
abiding power. Our generation has been eye-witness to the fact that church 
~ money and buildings and influence can be quickly destroyed. Survey the 
downfall of the churches in Mexico, Spain, Russia, and the precarious 
situation of churches in France or Germany, and you will see how easily 
and suddenly churches entrenched in these countries for centuries have been 
driven out in spite of their jeweled treasures, their lands, their accumulated 
wealth and endowment. When the churches shake hands with Caesar, 


10 Walter A. Maier, Fourth Lutheran Hour, 1936—1937, pp. 3—4. 
11 Thid., p. 258. . 


56 CONCORDIA HISTORICAL INSTITUTE QUARTERLY 


they always lose. The Christians worshiping in the shadows of the cat-- 


acombs, singing muffled hymns within the protection of spectral burial 


vaults, were stronger in spirit and in faith than many Christians today, 


when churches are recognized and politicians bid for their votes. The 
Church of the first centuries that wrote its record in the blood of the 
_ martyrs was more vital and energetic than many churches in this day of 
highly organized Christianity, when men think that the kingdom of Jesus 
Christ is part and parcel of this earth.!* 

Apply this promise to the problems of our question-mark age and gain 
the assurance that particularly today the cry must be, “Back to the un- 
broken promises of the Bible!” Let the Commissar of Education in Soviet 
Russia formally declare: “We hate Christians. Even the best of them must 
be regarded as our worst enemies. . . . Christian love is a hindrance to 
the development of the revolution. What we want is hatred. ... We have 
done with the kings of the earth; let us now deal with the Kidg of the 
sky. . . . Our task is to destroy all kinds of religion”; let this atheism, 
we is coddled and condoned in our American colleges, in labor or- 
ganizations, and in other groups that shake hands with infidelity across the 
sea, atrogantly seek to destroy Christ and His Cross; let unbelief and the 
denial of Christ, rejecting His deity, His virgin birth, His atonement at 
Calvary, His bodily resurrection, His return to judge the quick and the 
dead, insolently boast that the power of Christianity is gone, that Jesus 
does not belong to the twentieth century, that the Bible is five hundred 
years behind the times; let the present-day priests of infidelity (and we have 
thousands of them in our country, as extraordinary as it seems, supported 
by capitalists and approved by Communists) betray the divine Savior, join 
hands with His enemies, use their carved pulpits and the endowed pens 
to fight Christianity, to discredit the Gospels, to restrict all true and trusting 
faith; remember the Second Psalm, where this revolt is predicted, “He that 
sitteth in the heavens shall laugh; the Lord shall have them in derision!” 
That Scripture will not be broken! The pledge of God’s laughter assures 
us that the legions of Christ’s angels will protect His Church, so that not 
even the gates of hell can prevail against it.1* 

And now many are seeking peace in a new social order as voices that 
ten or twenty years ago spoke only in subdued whispers today scream in 
loud chorus to tell the discontented, unemployed, ill-paid, underprivileged 
masses of this country that they must find peace away from God and close 
to Communism. Let us not indulge in the superfolly of laughing off the 
inroads that this unholy ruin has already made into the ranks of American 
youth, American education, American labor, American officialdom, and — 
may God be particularly merciful to us! —into American churches! It is 
much more than a political issue, this question of atheistic Communism. 
It clutches rather at the vitals of religion, at the foundation of our faith, 
the promise of peace within our hearts; and before it is too late and this 


12 [bid., p. 297. 


13 Walter A. Maier, The Cross from Coast to Coast, 5th Lutheran Hour 
series, 1937—1938, pp. 338—339. 
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satanic assault on everything Christian and American rises in mastery, let 
me plead with you to withstand this terror in all its uncurbed bestiality — 
the scourge of hell itself, that will blow up our churches, kill our clergy, 
destroy our homes, make our wives common property, our children wards 
of the State, spread misery and suffering wherever its venom is spewed.'* 

It was the winter of 1918, in the city of Riga, Russia, and the Red 
beasts had dragged Lutheran pastors as well as men and women from their 
congregations into dungeons, there to await execution. Thousands literally 
were shot down. For those who remained alive only the tense question 
persisted: “Do we die today or tomorrow?” Among the women prisoners 
a girl twenty-one years old, a concert singer, awaited her end; and though 
the Communists could imprison her body, they could not fetter her soul. 
Day after day she sang only one song, a hymn with this meaningful title: 
: Though I know not the way, 

Thou knowest well. 


Finally her hour came; the prison doors were opened, her name was called. 
“Don’t falter now,” she encouraged herself, and then, strong in the faith, 
she marched to death with this confidence: 

Thou knowest the way for me; 

It is enough.?® 


At last rabid atheism in America has dropped its friendly mask and 
revealed its leering hatred of the Christian Church. Only recently the gen- 
eral secretary of the Communist Party in the United States told the news- 
papers that a radical revolution within our boundaries would bring a purge 
of religion, prohibit the teaching of Christian doctrine, and remove most 
of our religious leaders. After such open warning no doubt should remain 
on this point: A Red victory in our country would mean the hellish reality 
of closed, desecrated churches and a deposed, persecuted clergy. If the 
Stars and Stripes are pulled down to make way for the Hammer and Sickle, 
we are assured, only a small group of preachers will be spared. These 
favored few are not named, but we know that they are the Modernists 
who heap scorn on God’s Word and Christ’s atonement, the skeptical, left- 
wing preachers, with their unmistakable Communistic sympathies.'® 
. . . sworn opposition to God’s Word is extending its effort in this country 
through the most lavishly financed anti-Bible program the United States 
has ever seen. On the other hand we have the Communists; they claim 
100,000 paid members in our land now, a group many times larger than 
the number which overthrew Russia, dedicated to destroy our Bible and our 

churches. Supported by cultural leaders who have made their classrooms 
hotbeds for radical hatred of Christ, Communists thrive because of unbelief 
in high church positions throughout the land. When a leading clergyman 
writes a really huge volume as a guide for the understanding of the Scrip- 


14 Walter A. Maier, The Radio for Christ, 6th Lutheran Hour series, p. 35. 


15 Ibid., pp. 175—176. 


16 Walter A. Maier, Peace Through Christ, 7th Lutheran Hour series, 1939 
to 1940, pp. 38—39. 
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~ tures and calls portions of the Bible “old forms of imagination,” “mythol- 
ogy,” “folklore,” “less humane and civilized than the Code of Ham- 
murabi,” a pastor using the same expressions infidels like to spread; when 
he asserts that the Scriptures present exaggeration, survivals of pagan wot- 
ship, contradictions, superstitions, primitive hatreds, magical and outworn 
ideas, we leave it to you who love the Lord Jesus to decide whether the 
time is not here for a sharp division in the churches of this country along 
lines which separate those who accept the Bible as God’s true light from 
those, however powerful their influence, who set themselves the task of 
extinguishing God’s Light for our darkened age.” 


(To be continued) 


1v Tbid., pp. 86—87. 


Who Are They? 


Can you identify these pastors for us? The Historical In- 
stitute would appreciate your help in identifying these persons. 
It is likely that they were Lutheran pastors who graduated from 
the St. Louis seminary sometime between 1863 and 1866. 
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Reminiscences of an Old Teacher 
By W. WEGENER * 
I. My First Call 


It was in the month of June in the year of our Lord 1885 
when I graduated from our seminary at Addison, Ill. The closing 
examinations were over, all twenty-two graduates had passed and 
were ready to receive their calls. At the close of the evening devo- 
tions our Director Krauss made the following announcement: 
“Tomorrow morning at ten o’clock before the assembled student 
body the calls will be handed out.” This caused great excitement 
among the graduates, and long before 10 o’clock all twenty-two 
were assembled in the aula [the chapel], full of expectation. Pre- 
cisely at ten the director stepped upon the podium, carrying an 
armful of papers. One could hear a pin drop. The first call was 
handed out and the second. According to alphabetic order my name 
was the last one on the list. But that order was not followed this 
time; the third or fourth name was mine. “W., you have been 
assigned to the school of Pastor Damm at West Bloomfield, Wau- 
shara County, Wisconsin.” The document was handed to me, that 
was settled, my fate had been sealed. — After each member of the 
class had received his call, we were dismissed. 

Now we could study our “Vokations-Diplom.” As is customary 
in such a document, it is first stated what the congregation expects 
of its newly called teacher. He is pledged to the Confessional 
Writings of the Lutheran Church, to lead a Christian life, to 
work faithfully and conscientiously in his school, and to perform 
some other duties that may be required of him. On the other hand, 
the congregation obligates itself to supply the teacher and his family 
with all necessities of life and to honor and respect him as a servant 
of God. — Of course, everybody was eager to find out where the 
place of his destination was located, and so the geographies were 
pulled out and studied. I found Waushara County, but West 
- Bloomfield was not on the map. So it must be a country congrega- 
tion. In regard to salary the call said: $370 per annum, free house, 
free fuel, and pasture for one cow. (I never possessed a cow in 
all my life.) At the close of the meeting the announcement had 
been made that the letter of acceptance had to be in the hands of 
the director by the end of the next day. A certain formula for 
such a letter went from desk to desk and was copied with the 


* Teacher W. Wegener now lives in retirement in Oak Park, Ill. 
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necessary changes or insertions. The question of refusing the call 
never entered our mind; it was self-evident that we accepted, and 
we were sure that the Lord was sending us there. Later on I was 
told that my letter of acceptance had been read from the pulpit 
in West Bloomfield and that it had made a wonderful impression. 
Soon I received a letter from there informing me that they expected 
my arrival by the middle of August. This notice was accompanied 
by $20.00 for traveling expenses. I stayed with friends in York 
Center till the day of my departure. 

In the meantime I had been informed that my place was 
located about 40 miles northwest of Oshkosh and to get there I 
would have to take the Wisconsin Central R.R. from Milwaukee 
to Weyauwega. I followed the instruction and arrived at the 
station of Weyauwega at the due time. Here I was welcomed 
by a former classmate of mine, Gustav Brauer, who had been 
supplying in West Bloomfield a whole year. With the pastor’s 
horse and buggy we were driving towards our destination, a distance 
of about eight miles. While riding along the road, I studied the 
country. I found it to be mostly hilly, with fertile soil, interspersed 
with swamps and sandy patches. Brauer told me this and that 
about the people, the country, and other things, but one of his 
remarks scared me. He said, as I understood him: “Es gibt auch 
Baeren hier.” (There are also bears here.) Later on I found out 
he had said: “Es gibt auch Beeren hier.” (There are also berries 
here.) In German bears and berries sound alike. How could I 
know the difference, since at places the country looked wild and 
wooded enough for bears. On the part of Pastor Damm and 
his family I received the most hearty welcome. On the next Sun- 
day the congregation celebrated its annual mission festival in a 
grove together with the neighboring congregations, and on this 
occasion I made the acquaintance of quite a number of people. 
Everybody gave me a glad hand. 

During the following days I inspected the congregation’s 
property. What did I find? About five acres of land, a nice white 
church with steeple, bell, and reed organ, a comfortable parsonage, 
an old, unpainted teacherage, a green cow pasture, and a colorless, 
dilapidated log house for school. The latter measured about 30 by 
40 feet, and had served as a church many years ago. Windows and 
floor were in a very bad condition. In the middle stood a large 
wood stove and on one of the walls a painted wooden blackboard 
had been attached. There were two rows of long home-made wooden 
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benches with slanting desks attached. These benches would hold 
eight to ten pupils comfortably, but some more could be crowded 
into them. The seats were all of the same height, no consideration 
being given to the size of the children. In front was a homemade 
desk for the teacher and a chair, and on one side of the room stood 
a rough cabinet for books. At one end of the building some kind 
of upstairs had been partitioned off which served as a room for 
the confirmation class. It was not so much the equipment as the 


building itself that disappointed me, for modern school desks, 


patent seats as they were called then, were not yet in general use. 

The surrounding country had a population consisting almost 
exclusively of Pomeranians and Poseners, and at least 95 per cent 
were Lutherans. At home the Pomeranian-Low German was spoken. 
Having been country folks in Germany, the old settlers knew how 
to judge the land, and most of them were possessors of good, 
fertile farms. Most of them lived in nice frame houses, and their 
farms were well stocked with fine horses, cattle, hogs, and sheep. 
Some were quite thrifty, though there were still some poor ones 
among them. But all had an aversion to spending money, evidently 
a remnant of their former poverty. Even in regard to church and 
school this was noticeable. Of course, I did not gather all this 
information during the first few days after my arrival, but one 
thing I noticed right from the beginning: Pastor and teacher 
were honored and esteemed by their people and treated with a 
great deal of respect. 

II. My First School 


On the 31st day of August (1885) I was solemnly installed 
into my new office by Pastor C. Damm. At the close of the service 
the announcement was made that school would begin the next 
morning at 9 o’clock A.M. I, full of expectation and zeal, could 
hardly wait for that hour to come. Next morning came. In the 
yard I saw a few children; 15 minutes to 9 I was ready to go over 
to school. But the pastor told me: “Don’t be in a hurry. Just 


‘wait till some more come.” I waited until about 15 minutes after. 


Then I went over, and what did I find? —Eight pupils, mostly 
girls. They had brought along their German Bible and catechism 
(Dietrich), their hymnbook, and a slate. School began. I an- 
nounced that we would open by singing the first stanza of “Allein 
Gott in der Hoeh’ sei Ehr’.” It was mostly a solo by the teacher. 
Then we recited the Apostles’ Creed, some joining in. I had 
expected a roomful of children, and now I had before me just a 
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handful, age 8 to 12. I must confess I do not remember how I 
spent the first day. On the second day there were 12 present; then 
the number went up to 20, to 40, etc. I kept a strict account of 
the total enrollment. The number increased from day to day 
especially after the potato harvest was over, but the attendance was 
always irregular, and my list of absentees was full of marks. Only 
of a few it could be said that they attended fairly regularly. — 
Still more were coming, and soon there was a shortage of seats. 
This kept on till Christmas. The highest number of pupils I ever 
had on my list was 140, and the highest number present the same 
day was 120. How could a fellow teach school under such condi- 
tions! For a young, enthusiastic teacher this was very discouraging. 

Under such circumstances it was impossible to divide the school 
into grades and to assign special lessons for the next day, because 
many that were present today would be absent tomorrow, and in- 
stead of them, some new ones would be there. How did I finally 
manage to get along? In religious instruction I always took the 
school as a whole. The teaching of Bible History and Catechism 
went on from morning to morning, regardless of who was present 
or who was absent, but all present participated. But how about 
memorizing? Reciting one chief part of the Catechism in concert 
was part of our opening devotions. Some children knew all six 
chief parts, some did not know even the First Commandment. — 
Finally I adopted the following method: Each child memorized 
and recited individually. One after the other had to come to the 
teacher’s desk, recite his lesson, and have the next lesson marked 
in the catechism for next time. Often I had advanced children help 
me in this. Those that were through with the six chief parts had 
to learn Bible passages or hymns. Of course, this took much time, 
but I succeeded in so far as most of them knew their Catechism and 
a goodly number of Bible passages by the time they had to attend 
instruction for confirmation. Some of the pupils were very eager to 
learn and memorized more than had been assigned to them. I can 
state that, in spite of all handicaps, most of the children came to 
instruction quite well prepared. 

The high point of each year’s school life was our Christmas 
celebration. During the month of December attendance was fairly 
regular. Quite an elaborate program had to be prepared, and ev- 
erybody was seriously interested in it. On Christmas Eve the church 
was always overcrowded. Two stately trees which the men got 
right out of the woods stood in front, beautifully decorated. The 
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whole program, catechization, recitations, and singing, was im- 
mensely enjoyed by old and young. I am ready to admit that I never 
had better singing for Christmas than by these Pomeranian young- 
sters. — After Christmas the attendance dropped considerably, 
which made work easier for me; but I found no consolation in 
this fact. . 

What about reading in school? The only official reader I had 
was the Bible. All those that could read fairly well read from 
the Bible. Day after day, chapter after chapter, book after book, 
was read. For a change we sometimes also read from the hymn- 
book. When once in a private conversation I expressed the wish 
of having a Lesebuch in school, I met with such strong opposi- 
tion, yea, indignation, that I never dared to mention the subject 
again. — For beginners we were using the Fibel (German primer). 


The instruction here was also individual, and I tried to use the 


Lautiermethode (phonetic method). But then the parents pro- 
tested. How could they help their little ones at home, and how could 
children learn to read in such a way? It had to be em-a ma, em-e me, 
em-i mi, etc. Hence I was forced to use the old Buchstabiermethode 
(alphabetical method), much against my pedagogical conscience. 
Right at the beginning I had introduced Biblische Geschichten fuer 
Unterklassen. This book I used with the little ones when they 
were through with the Fibel. At times I also tried to wedge in a 
little English reading, though it was not required. 

For writing we used slates; tablets were still unknown. The 
teacher would write the letters or a sentence on the blackboard, 
and the children copied. The advanced pupils had to write with 
pen and ink, using copy books from Concordia Publishing House. 
English script was also taught. In connection with penmanship 
they were also taught to capitalize the German nouns and to put 
a period at the close of each sentence. That was about all the 
grammar they received. Besides this, I tried to make them write 
short compositions and taught them the fundamentals of letter 


writing. —I had some fine penmen in my school, especially among 


the girls. 

History was not on our program, and geography we drilled 
on the U.S. map. Arithmetic was our crux, and we could not go 
beyond the four fundamentals. Our high point was singing; then 
all could join in, and the youngsters loved it. For teaching I used 
the violin, and I always had quite a number of highly gifted 


singers. Our chief aim was to learn our church hymns. Besides 
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these and the Christmas carols, we also practiced some folk songs. 
And — permit me to mention it here — our congregational singing 
was better than it is in many a fashionable church of today. . 

So much about teaching. How was the discipline in school? 
Very easy. Most of the pupils were unspoiled country children, 
unacquainted with the tricks and pranks of city boys and girls. 
Disobedience and stubbornness were unknown, home training was 
much better than it is today, and the children knew that they had 
to obey and respect the teacher. Corporal punishment was not 
only permitted, but almost demanded as a means of education. 
In this respect I did not always give full satisfaction to all the 
parents. I was told: “Zu unserer Zeit hat der Lehrer ganz anders 
drauf gehaut.” (At our time the teacher licked much harder.) 
I am proud of this criticism to this day. 

In the year 1887 quite an improvement was made: The con- 
gregation erected a fine new schoolhouse, consisting of one large 
classroom and a smaller room for the catechumens. Even double 
patent seats were bought. During one term the congregation gave 
me some help by employing a young lady, Miss Christiane Mark- 
worth, as teacher of the little ones. She taught in the confirmation 
room. 

Such were the conditions in the school of West Bloomfield 
65 years ago. My greatest worry was, as‘I have pointed out, the 
irregular attendance. But the reasons for this were obvious. One 
was the long distance many of the children had to travel, some 
living 3 or 4 miles away from school. In spring and in fall they 
had to walk over mud roads and in winter through deep snow 
or over ice. This was a very severe task. Another reason was that 
the children were often needed and used on the farm, for help 
was scatce. As a third reason I may mention the indifference of 
many parents in regard to school. But similar conditions prevailed 
in many of our country congregations at that time, and it must 
be borne in mind that West Bloomfield was one of the largest 
country churches in our Synod. 

How was I personally treated by the people of West Bloom- 
field? Fine. In 1887 I married the pastor’s daughter Elizabeth. 


Everybody was kind to us, old and young honored and respected 
the teacher and his young wife. Of course, our salary was not very _ 


high, but we really did not need much money because we were sup- 
plied with many things by the members. Whenever butchering 
time came, pastor and teacher were remembered, we never had to 
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buy potatoes. All seemed to be satisfied with my work in school 
and otherwise. For one thing I was given high credit, namely, for 
starting a band in 1887. This band is still in existence and active to 
this day. In the summer of 1889 the congregation built for us a 
new teacherage; but shortly before its completion we left and thus 
were deprived of the pleasure of occupying it. To this day we still 
love to think of the days in good old West Bloomfield. 


III. Conclusion 


In this connection a few more things may be mentioned and 
remembered here. What was the attitude of those old folks in 
West Bloomfield in regard to our Synod? They were loyal Mis- 
sourians and always laid great stress on instruction for confirmation. 
In general, they were well posted in the Lutheran doctrine and took 
a lively interest in all congregational and synodical affairs. In the 
Gnadenwabhllehrstreit (Predestination Controversy) some of the 
fathers could argue like real theologians. Permit me to mention 
just three of them: Heinrich Baehnmann, Friedrich Wangerin, 
and Wilhelm Schmidt. May this mentioning them here serve as a 
little monument in honor and in memory of these old fathers. 

Quite naturally the reader may ask: What are the school con- 
ditions of West Bloomfield today? Here is in brief the information 
I received from Rev. C. H. Clausing: Since two congregations 
branched off, the territory has been considerably reduced, and also 
the number of pupils. The school is in a flourishing condition. 
The attendance is quite regular, and most of the children enjoy 
the convenience of the automobile. The school building has been 
remodeled and is furnished with all modern equipments required 
for an up-to-date school, including plenty of blackboard space, 
modern desks for pupils and teacher, all kinds of maps, a fine 
library, good ventilation, and an oil-burning heating system. Under 
the building is now a spacious basement. The congregation fur- 
nishes free textbooks for all children. — Also the teacherage has 
been reconditioned and is equipped with all modern improvements. 


O quae mutatio rerum! 
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Johann Andreas August Grabau 


By JOHANN A. GRABAU * 


3. TESTIMONY AGAINST THE UNION. BEGINNING OF 
PERSECUTION (1836) 


Pastor Grabau continued to read and study the Word of God 
faithfully and to conduct his ministerial office conscientiously with 
great zeal for divine truth. He therefore recognized more and more 
that the Union between the Lutheran and Reformed Churches 
instituted in Prussia since 1817 and vigorously carried through 
from 1830 was contrary to God and His holy Word, because the 
Christ of the Reformed Church was different from the Christ of 
the true Church of God. As this recognition became clearer to him, 
it forced him to declare publicly in 1836 that he could no longer 
conscientiously use the United Agenda, in which the formula for 
distribution in the Lord’s Supper was distinctly Reformed, since 
at his ordination he was pledged on the several Confessions of the 
Lutheran Church. By using this Agenda the Confession of the 
Church of God was destroyed. Already in 1835 Bishop Draeseke 
testified before the Synod of Thuringia: “Grabau’s sermons are 
full of truth and life, only too Lutheran.” 

On August 30 of the same year Consistorial Counselor Moeller 
wrote Pastor Grabau, asking whether, as was publicly said, he had 
departed from the prescribed Formula in the Agenda? Pastor 
Grabau answered the same day, explaining his case more explicitly, 
humbly begging not to be forced to use the United Agenda. He 
stated also that his congregation was with him in this matter. 
Consequently on September 5 a further document was issued by the 
consistorial counsel which urged him to declare in as short a time 
as possible: 

1. Whether he would use the modified’ Church Agenda of 
1829 in all spiritual ministrations, e. g., in celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper; in the function of Baptism; at marriages; at funerals, 
unaltered, with no additions nor subtractions, and with that license 
only which was permitted by the Agenda itself, as prescribed in the 
consistorial edict of November 12, 1829. 

2. Whether he according to a report had made use of another 
church prayer in the place of the one designated in the United 
Agenda. 


* Translated by E. M. Biegener. Continued from Volume XXIII, April, 1950. 
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3. Who had empowered him to read the confession of sins 
after the sermon. 

4. What he understood by his congregation. - 

5. Whether the congregation had a right to make changes in 
the rituals. ! 

6. Whether this might be done without the individual con- 
gregation being led into a separatist direction against the General 
State Church. 

7. In what manner and where Pastor Grabau had instructed 
his congregation concerning the inadequacy of the Liturgy. 

8. In which form and by what action the explanation of the 
agreement of the congregation mentioned had been accepted, etc. 


To this Pastor Grabau answered September 1, 1836: 

1.. That he could not use the United Agenda for the admin- 
istration of the Lord’s Supper because he realized that the Formula 
did not express the faith of the Lutheran Church and her confes- 
sional writings, upon which he was pledged. The confession of 
the Symbolical Books was Scriptural, and they were above the 
Berlin Agenda. | 

2. That he could not use the United Agenda for the admin- 
istration of Holy Baptism because the Lutheran confession con- 
cerning this Sacrament was distorted therein and weakened by in- 
novations. 

3. He could not use the Agenda at funerals because the Scrip- 
tural confession in the power of the atoning death and resurrection 
of Jesus had been weakened in the prayers of the United Agenda. 
1 Corinthians 15. Phil. 3:21. 

4. Also for the marriage ceremony he was contrained to use 
the Old Lutheran Church Agenda, because the oaths in the marriage 
formula were not in agreement with Matt. 5:37. The simple “Yes” 
required of the bridegroom and bride before the altar of God 
were as much as the most elaborate oath. 

5. He had not as yet used any other church prayer than pre- 
scribed in the United Agenda, although the same was very inad- 
equate. The congregation should be conceded the right to make 
use of the old church prayer in divine services after the sermon, as 
the Old Lutheran Church Agenda of the Reformation period had 
properly placed it. The confession of sins and the absolution be- 
longed not before but after the sermon of repentance and forgive- 
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ness of sins. He based this order on 2 Sam. 12:1-13; Ezra 9; 
Matt. 3:2-6; Matt. 6:9-12; Luke 24:47; Acts 2:37.28 [sic] and 
other places 

6. The question what Panee Grabau had meant by his con- 
gregation was answered: “Not an ignorant mob, that dared not 
have a Scriptural opinion in its own divine service, as the Pharisees 
had once said: “The people, who do not know the Law, are cursed.’ ” 
Speaking of their divine services, the holy Apostle admonished 
the Thessalonians not to quench the Spirit, and prove all things. 
To the Corinthians he said, All things are yours, and all things 
should be done decently and in order. Our Lord Jesus said: “The 
Father hath revealed it to babes.” And the Symbolical Books in 
the Formula of Concord, Article 10, say that we believe, teach, and 
confess, that in time of persecution, when a plain confession is re- 
quired of us, we should not yield to the enemies in regard to such 
adiaphora (thus so much the more when it is a matter of doctrine 
and religion, as it is in this case in opposing the United Agenda), 
as the Apostle has written: “Stand fast, therefore, in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again 
in the yoke of bondage.” Also: “Be ye not unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers . . . for what communion hath light with darkness?” 
Also: “To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour, 
that the truth of the Gospel might continue with you.” For in such 
a case it is no longer a question of an adiaphoron, but one of the 
truth of the Gospel, of the preservation of Christian liberty, and 
the sanctioning of open idolatry (i.e., false doctrine), etc. In such 
a case we have nothing to concede, but should plainly confess and 
suffer on that account what God sends and what He allows the 
enemies of His Word to inflict upon us. And with the Smalcald 
Articles [we further confess]: “Let them not burden the Church 
with traditions; let not the authority of any avail more than the 
Word of God.” Without the Word of God a congregation can 
certainly have no judgment in matters pertaining to her divine 
services, but with the Word of God she should have, and does have 
the right to discard a false order of service and make confession 
of the true and correct one. Herewith question six was also answered. 


To question seven Pastor Grabau replied that the congregation 
was instructed after the sermon by way of an explanatory address 
based on Holy Scriptures. 

To the question in what form or manner his alleged congrega- 
tion declared their agreement, Pastor Grabau answered: 
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a. That he had no “alleged” congregation. 

b. That the Christian congregation agreed to everything that 
was founded on the Word of God. 

Finally we read in Pastor Grabau’s answer: “It certainly is 
a hard matter to hold throughout the ministry to the one faith 
which was pledged to the congregation at one’s induction into ofkice, 
when by the dectee of man another faith is prescribed in the Agenda. 
The Lord says it is impossible to serve two masters, two faiths, 
the Lord and the god of the world. It is also hard to combine the 
steadfastness of confession and the will with humility so that no 
evil is mingled. However, where we discern the decrees of men as 
- such and because of one’s conscience in the presence of God are no 
longer able to conform to them, it is folly to use extreme power to 
try to enforce them. Therefore, I cannot conform to the decree of 
the Ministerium in this case, but will continue the divine services in 
the former order and manner; but with the Sacraments and the 
remaining ministrations I shall make use of the Old Agenda, which 
my congregation accepts in faith and form. 


An esteemed and honorable Ministerium 


In humility, 
Grabau.” 


Thus came the 15th Sunday after Trinity of 1836, On this 
Sunday Pastor Grabau preached on the Gospel: “No man can serve 
two masters, etc.” From this Gospel he showed: 


I. The Church, assembled under its Head, Christ, shall hear 
and rightly understand the decrees of the one Lord, the entire 
Word of God from Genesis to Revelation; and shall not give ear 
to others. As soon as the Church turns from the Word of the Lord, 
and heart and ears are engaged elsewhere, she no longer serves the 
one Lord Jesus Christ, and therein falls into unbelief, doubt, and 
insecurity. She must be confused in and of herself when the matter 
of faith and doctrine is presented from the pulpit one way and from 
the altar another way; from the pulpit in its entirety, and from 
the altar only half confessed in uncertainty and doubt. 


Il. The Church gathered on earth by Christ shall carry out 
the commands of her Lord; without this she cannot serve Him. 


1. Christ’s command will be carried out in the holy ministry 
by proclaiming the pure doctrine of the divine Word, which has 
been the solace of the Church for centuries. When any religious 
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opinions are proclaimed out of the store of human wisdom and the 
name, person, and work of Christ are no longer confessed by the 
Church, the command of the Lord is not carried out. 

2. Is the command of Christ carried out by the right use of the 
Office of the Keys? Where that is no longer done, or half done, — 
there faith in the Office of the Keys, instituted by Christ, is weak- 
ened, and the command of Christ is no longer carried out. 

3. Christ’s command is in Holy Baptism. Baptism is not simple 
water only, but the washing of regeneration and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, and 
signifies — that is, it exerts a great power upon the whole life: 
that like as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. All this 
the spirit of the world does not sanction. Now when the Church is 
infected with this spirit of the world as with an epidemic, she is 
not carrying out His command and is not serving her Lord alone. 

4. Christ’s command is in the holy Sacrament of the Altar, 
which is the true body and true blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Church formerly stood by the confession of this truth in sim- 
plicity, but not any more. The spirit of the times has mocked it 
and has caused a confusion of faith, by which the blessed commun- 
ion of faith is destroyed, although it is still maintained, that the 
congregation is one body. This same spirit has further brought 
about a confusion in that it speaks of God’s grace in the Sacrament 
but no longer of a testamentary gift. Where it seems to mention 
this gift, it denies it with other words, so that one hardly knows 
what one receives in the Lord’s Supper. So the Church no longer 
carries out Christ’s command. Such a service Christ declares to be 
one which cannot be without sin. Either it will hate the one and love 
the other, or it will cling to one and despise the other. 


III. The Church must find all her joy and comfort in the 
service of this one Lord. — Seeking first the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness should be the first and foremost; and this has 
the promise that all else shall be added to her. The Almighty takes 
care of your barns, just you be concerned first of all for the heavenly 
garners. Take care that you retain God’s Word and Sacrament 
pure and simple. Take care how you may give account on Judg- 
ment Day of the evil you have done and the good you have omitted 
to do. For your eating and drinking, I, your God, take care. So the 
Lord speaks to His Church in His beautiful promises, that she 
might find all her joy and comfort in serving Him only. 
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The sermon concluded with the following short prayer: O 
Lord, forgive us where we have often sinned, forgotten Thee, and 
have not served Thee only. Forgive, forgive, where we did not hear 
Thee only, did not understand Thee aright, nor carry out Thy 
command aright, and did not seek all our joy and comfort in 
serving Thee only. Lead us into straight paths. Amen. 

After the sermon Pastor Grabau made the following an- 
nouncement: . 

“T am constrained to bring the following to the attention of 
the congregation of St. Andrew and Mauricius: 

“On March 2, 1834, the Christian congregation elected me to 
_ be their pastor, and on June 24 of the same year I was installed. 
At that time the new Church agenda was handed me, regulating 
the divine services: the order for Holy Communion, for admin- 
istering Holy Baptism and other ministerial acts. I did not know 
the full contents of this book at the time. Now, through the Word 
of God and by His grace, I have come to the knowledge that this 
new Church Book is not clear and pure in its confession of faith 
as the Old Lutheran Agenda. The statement of faith is based on 
uncertainty and is ambiguous; it also fosters the spirit of the times. 
On the other hand, I also know that the Old Agenda, which was 
published at the time of Luther, has the pure faith of the Holy 
Scriptures and does not hold various uncertain opinions; as the 
Apostle puts it: the Church has only one Lord, one faith, one Bap- 
tism. It, the Old Agenda, knows no other faith than that which 
our St. Andrew’s Church has confessed since the Augsburg Con- 
fession. 

“Because I promised at my installation to conduct my office in 
that faith, and I now understand that the new Church Book is not 
trustworthy in its confession, I find myself constrained to tell you 
that I cannot continue to use this new Church Book, and that I 
must return to the old one. 

“My dear Andrew and Moritz Congregation may now decide 
over me. Every Christian in this diocese who may be concerned 
should indicate to me in writing as soon as possible, whether under 
these circumstances he can retain me as his preacher and pastor. 
And here I beseech you not to look upon my person and perhaps 
be induced by personal esteem for me of which I am not worthy; 
but each judge only according to the Word of God and the Con- 
fession of Faith which he learned from the Scriptures and which 
is a heritage of the fathers. — Should one or the other among you 


42 CONCORDIA HISTORICAL INSTITUTE QUARTERLY 


desire to ask me for my reasons, he is privileged and always welcome 
to do so. 

“T also add the heartfelt and urgent prayer that no one be too 
hasty in judgment, but see to it that he may stand before God in 
this matter. Nor let any one judge other churches and pastors 
too hastily who still use this new Agenda with no scruples of con- 
science. Everyone will use it so long till he realizes that he dare 
not and cannot use it any longer. Therefore we must not be too 
hasty in judging, and it would really grieve me if any one of my 
dear members would do it. Again I pray: Judge not, and ye shall 
not be judged; condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned. 
Rather let us judge ourselves. 

“Accordingly, I am looking forward to the early return of the 
brief written declaration of every member and beg of each one to 
ponder the matter prayerfully, and may the Lord grant His blessing 
with the enlightenment of the Holy Ghost; for this matter is not 
to be treated lightly, as many may perhaps think. The Lord be 
with you. Amen.” 

This announcement in connection with the testimonial sermon 
which we briefly outlined made a mighty impression. The congrega- 
tion for the greater part realized with her pastor the sinfulness of 
the Union and confessed it openly. The consequence was that 
Pastor Grabau was suspended from his pastorate by the royal gov- 
ernment; a police commissioner delivered the papers forbidding 
entrance to the church. Later on persecution, imprisonment, and 
all kinds of tribulations followed. This became the lot of that 
time. Still, by the grace of God, there followed an awakening from 
the “Union sleep,” and there arose confessors in Silicia, Saxony, 
Thuringia, and other provinces in behalf of the Lutheran doctrine. 
Many Lutheran pastors were suspended and deposed, driven away 
and exiled. In all this suffering, Grabau held fast unto the Word 
and promises of Christ: “Blessed are ye when men shall revile you 
and persecute you and shall say all manner of evil against you 
falsely, for My sake; great is your reward in heaven.” 

On the following Sunday, the 16th after Trinity, the church 
was picketed by gendarmes and police, and a Union consistory 
counselor occupied the pulpit. The congregation assembled in 
large numbers, and great sorrow filled their hearts, because their 
beloved preacher and pastor was denied church and pulpit. A large 
number therefore went over to the parsonage after the service and 
remained with their pastor far into the night, seeking counsel and 
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comfort for their troubled souls. The church was empty on Sun- 
days, but the parsonage was filled with Christians, to whom Pastor 
Grabau broke the bread of life; and while this also was forbidden, 
they knew that in such matters they must obey God rather than 
men. Because this was no longer permitted in the parsonage by the 
government, a member of the congregation, Fils by name, a master 
miller, arranged the upper story of his mill, the so-called Storch’s 
mill, in front of the Johannis Gate, where henceforth the divine © 
services could be held. Those, however, who took part in the Lu- 
theran divine services were punished by a fine and other seizures. 
_ Also the Lutheran Christians who did not send their children to 
_the United School were punished by a fine. 

Bishop Draeseke hoped to persuade Pastor Grabau to recant; 
to that end discussed [these three points} with him for two days, 
viz., October 5 and 6: 1. The United Church Agenda. 2. The 
United Church. 3. The Union itself. 

With regard to the first point Bishop Draeseke realized that 
the Lutheran Confession in distinction from other confessions was 
missing in the Agenda, and counseled Pastor Grabau to insert 
those missing parts in Pulpit and Altar Service. Pastor Grabau 
replied that the matter in hand did not pertain to what he as a 
speaker in the church was allowed to do, but what the Church 
herself, through her Church Agenda, had not only a right but also 
a duty to perform. 

With regard to the second point Pastor Grabau explained to 
the Bishop that he could not feel at ease in the United Church, 
because she had no confession generally adopted by her and giving 
her authority. To this Bishop Draeseke answered. that Holy Scrip- 
ture is God’s confession to us, and not our confession to God. 
The Church needed a confession whereby she confessed and pledged 
herself to God. The Bishop answered that the United Church 
still had the confessions. Pastor Grabau asked, Which? The 

Bishop answered: The Lutheran and the Reformed. Pastor Grabau 
asked: How is it possible for one Church to have two kinds of con- 
fessions? The Bishop answered: That I will tell you. Wherein 
both parties are agreed, that they have in the United Church; 
wherein they no not agree, that each retains. Pastor Grabau ex- 
claimed: Good! So the Lutheran Church must retain hers. But 
she does not when it is not carried through according to the Agenda. 
The new Prussian Church Agenda annuls the differences of the two 
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churches; how, then, can the distinguishing feature of the Lutheran 
Church be set forth according to this Agenda? 

With regard to the third point, Bishop Draeseke defended 
the right of the king to create such a Union. This Pastor Grabau 
could not accept. Finally the Bishop said: “You will see what mis- 
fortune you are preparing for yourself.” Pastor Grabau answered: 
“Nothing can overtake me except what God has ordained and 
that 1 is for my good.” 

After this Pastor Grabau went to Magdeburg, where a small 
congregation of Lutheran Christians had separated from the Union 
and was conducting its services in the home of Captain von Rohr. 
These he strengthened with the Word and pointed out the necessity 
of making a public declaration of their legal separation from the 
Union Church. This they did. 

Having returned to Erfurt, Pastor Grabau also informed the 
consistory in writing of his separation from the United Church 
and with him a large part of St. Andrew’s Congregation. 

Since attendance at divine services at Storch’s Mill was inter- 
fered with and hindered by the police, they were held here and 
there in homes and at night, particularly in the suburb called 
Bruehler. Although the police had orders to seek out and interfere 
with these divine services in the home and take the raided goods 
across the street, many of them were ashamed of such sinful per- 
petrations, for Lutheranism-by-police-power was generally ridiculed. 
Nevertheless the persecuted congregation increased in membership, 
numbering between 70 and 80 families and some 20 single persons. 

(To be continued) 


A Study in Headlines for Future Historians 

Lutheran Witness: “Whitewashing the Devil” (March 7, 
1950); “Satan is Baptized” (May 2, 1950). Seminarian: “The 
Devil has a Ph.D.” (April 26, 1950). 
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- Memoirs of J. Friedrich Fellwock 
VS3 1s h990% 


Chapter II 
Leaving the Homeland 


On June 11, 1846, we bade our old and remaining friends fare- 
well, my father, mother, my five sisters, and myself. There were 
nearly a score of families, including our own; all from our neigh- 
borhood of Dorf Nahhausen. They hired an Oder-River boat, 
which took us to Hamburg. The railroad from Berlin to Hamburg 
was at that time under construction. Only a half mile from Nah- 
hausen was an arm of the Oder River, and here our hired boat 

was anchored, awaiting us. 

All baggage and belongings that were to go with us had pre- | 
viously been put aboard the craft. About 12 o’clock noon the 
ctaft pulled out, its passengers and cargo bound for an unknown 
world. As anchor and ropes were drawn in, we sang several verses 
of spiritual songs. We kept this up for some time; also waving of 
hands and handkerchiefs from land and boat kept up until we, 
forever, passed on and out of sight. While there was joy from one 
end of the boat to the other, yet there rolled many a tear over the 
cheeks of every passenger, especially mothers and the mature. 
In a few hours we arrived at the junction of the main Oder River. 
This we followed to the Fino Canal, through the canal into the 
Hafel River, and finally into the Elbe River. After three weeks 
we attived in Hamburg. 

Perhaps the captain was responsible for our slow headway, he 
was a slow individual. And in Hamburg there were more pas- 
sengers than ships could carry. Owing to this shortage in ships, 
the better, abler, and more well-to-do were requited to accept a 
delay of three weeks. This included our company, all of whom were 
anxious to get to America. 

At last we bade farewell to the Fatherland. Our voyage con- 

_ sumed fifty-five days, until we arrived in New York on September 
19, 1846. Think of it, eight weeks; a little short of two months from 
Hamburg to New York. Compare this with modern traveling of 
our day as well as with the improvements in every other line of 
endeavor. 


* These memoirs were translated by Fellwock’s nephew, August H. Sasse, 
and are a continuation from Vol. XXIII, No. 1, April, 1950. The many Germanisms 
have been retained lest a correction result in a mistranslation. 
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Such a long voyage on a sailship is, indeed, replete with hard- 
ships. This was our experience, and while our ship was not so 
crowded as some others, it was nevertheless an ordeal. The food 
was such as would nauseate us. Luckily my parents had taken along 
a goodly supply of toasted bread, bacon, ham, and other victuals, 
which we now for some time were enjoying as “delicatessen,” as 
compared with the ship’s fare, in the meantime leaving our ship’s 
portions to others. 

_ My mother and my oldest sister, Wilhelmina, never did see 
the ocean. From the very start both got seasick and remained so 
to the last day. I had a touch of it, but quickly overcame it, and 
thereafter felt entirely well on the remainder of the trip. 


Wisconsin-Bound 


As you know, we were Wisconsin-bound. After one day’s 
stay in New York—then already a big city—we, very slowly, 
by steamer, went up the Hudson River to Albany, New York, and 
from there by railroad to Buffalo. On this trip we were several 
times in danger of being cremated alive. The coach —a miserable 
affair — had no seats. It was a sort of “box-stall” —if you know 
what I mean— probably a cattle or freight car. Four families 
(twenty-nine persons) with all their baggage and belongings were — 
crowded into this car. Where one stood, there he would squat, there 
he would remain. No elbow room, no chance for exercise. Neither 
was this all of our plight. As stated before, we were faced with 
the predicament of being destroyed body and baggage, from fiery 
cinders of the locomotive ahead of our car. There was no glass 
in the door of our car; it was broken as nearly as I remember; 
smoke would pour in at times to suffocation; sparks at other times 
would make their appearance in such profusion that ignition of 
our belongings, such as wrapped bedclothes and other wrapped 
valuables, including the entire cargo, was practically unavoidable. 
No conductor showed up; we were isolated in Uncle Sam’s great 
domain, wiping cinders out of our swollen and reddened eyes, 
while the smaller children pitifully kept up the orgy of crying. 

But we soon found a weapon that would guard against these 
cinders; a wet cloth was hung across this door opening. But, oh, 
such a job! While it seemed comparatively easy to stand there 
doing nothing but keeping the cloth moist, my turn of sixty-minute 

. shifts was as painful to me as was the incident of yesteryear, when 
I was compelled to stand up driving, taking dinner to the workmen 
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in the hayfield. Never in my life did I find the time to pass so 
slowly, doing nothing most of the time. Nevertheless it required 
two of us boys to guard the situation when winds blew against us. 
One to hold the cloth in place while the other kept up moistening 
the cloth, or extinguishing the fire whenever the cloth caught fire. 
The job was a grimy one to us boys as well as it was funny; we 
were glad when it ended with our arrival at Buffalo. | 

Various incidents retarded our journey going west. Frequently 
we were sidetracked for hours and hours. At one time we broke 
down in a cornfield, where we were delayed for over twenty-four 
hours before all was well and ready to continue. Finally Buffalo 
_ was reached, and the railroad between Buffalo and Chicago not 
having been completed, we had to make, again, a voyage, on the 
Lakes, directly to Milwaukee. 

The trip over the Lakes was stormy, with no pleasure in it; but 
we finally arrived at Milwaukee in fairly good spirits, as nearly 
as I remember. Now another fifty or sixty miles, and we would be 
at our journey’s end. 

Father’s arrangement provided for our transportation by farm 
wagons to a settlement known as Lebanon, in Dodge County, where 
we atrived on September 29, 1846, together with our household 
goods; each and every one of our immediate relatives well, thank 
God, hearty and hale. 

The trip from Milwaukee to Lebanon consumed ten days. 
We had now been on the go since June 11, a total of one hundred 
and eleven days; nearly four months since we left our old home 
at Nahhausen. Think what expense and physical hardships we 
all, every one of us, old or young, had to endure, and welcomed it, 
because there was at that time no other way out. 


Chapter III 


All Congressionally controlled lands in the vicinity of Lebanon 
had been sold. Father, therefore, together with twelve or more 
families, decided to locate elsewhere and at a distance sufficiently 
far enough away from Lebanon to create an entirely new settlement 
and build up a community mostly Lutheran; a settlement, if pos- 
sible, sufficiently large to harbor several churches and schools of 
the Lutheran faith. 

About 25 miles north of Lebanon, in the vicinity of the little 
town of Mayville, such an ideal location was believed to have been 
found. However, as everywhere else, thick woods covered the land. 
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Early in November, 1846, all the able-bodied men went there 
to clear some of the land. I, then a 16-year-old lad, went along. 
One wagon was loaded with stoves, bedding, and the necessary 
cooking utensils. We were able to drive within four miles of our 
tract of land under survey. Here our road, very poor as it was, 
ended — not even a path was to be found. Here we stayed ovet- 
night with a Mr. Horton. The next morning, with axes in hand, 
we started to fell trees and build a roadway to get to our tract of 
land as best we could, four miles away, while we could not see 100 
yards ahead. 

Wood, we must remember, ee no value in those days. We 
felled, as much as possible, only small trees to facilitate our progress. 
On this account you may imagine the zig-zag of this road. It was 
a problem for the most experienced driver to follow that road in 
broad daylight; let alone after dark. It was initiated right there 
and then to the glory of work done with a strong arm. Our crowd 
worked without delay to build a log cabin as soon as we arrived at 
our tract. A crude cabin indeed it was, but it was at least a place 
where we could stay, even though there was not yet a roof on it. 

The roof was attended to the next morning. Linwood logs were 
split in the center, and the flat center was cut out in troughlike 
fashion. These were laid side by side next to one another with the 
bark down. Another batch likewise with bark up covered all cracks 
and fairly well gave us protection against rain and moisture. This 
was for a long time our “headquarters” where from ten to fourteen 
men abode and slept. Meals, naturally, were frugal, and the slices 
frequently were thin; but, what was best, everyone was in good 
spirits. 

Clearing a certain acreage of the land was the order of the day. 
On Sunday mornings there would be divine services, with the 
reading of Scripture and of a sermon by one of the men. A few 
days before Christmas we left for Lebanon to be with our families 
during the holidays. Our lands were located in Theresa Township, 
and there we went again after Christmas to do some more strenuous 
clearing in order to have a desired acreage ready for spring plowing. 
The township, by the way, was named after the youngest daughter 
of the old historic Indian warrior and settler Solomon Juneau, the 
man who founded Milwaukee, present metropolis of the State of 
Wisconsin. 

Upon our arrival at our lands we found from 16 to 20 inches 
of snow spread out so nicely and evenly that, in spite of our in- 


CONCORDIA HISTORICAL INSTITUTE QUARTERLY (03) 


creased hardships with which we were now handicapped, we began 
snowballing, oldsters as well as youngsters alike; everyone was 
happy. Trees now, when felled, would lie in deep snow. The 
hardships now increased and continued from day to day and mul- 
tiplied under the conditions and in the situation we encountered 
and had to fight against in this desolate wilderness. Winter had 
just begun. Snow, ice, and the intense cold began to make our 
life desperate at times; our work practically came to a standstill, but 
what could we do? God Almighty was still above us and above it all. 

Gradually the days began to get longer, and with renewed 
vigor, and determined as Father and the entire crowd was, troubles 
and obstacles were gradually one by one overcome, and by the grace 
of God Theresa Township, once a wilderness, is this day settled 
with prosperous farmers, and a number of churches proclaim the 
same faith, for which those first settlers, including my father, under 
such trying experiences hewed. the way. They have all passed on; 
indeed, the third generation is on the way at this time of writing, 
but as surely as God liveth forever, the roots that were well laid 
yeats ago — nearly a century ago — sprouted to the glory of God 
and man. 

By spring of 1847 log houses were built. Every family was 
anxious to be again united and together for a life more routine. 
The land was rolling with ridges, valleys, and streams. In spring 
the colorful beauty of blooming trees was a sight to behold: a 
veritable riot of color; wild apples, wild cherries, plums, and many 
others we knew not their names —an earthly paradise; but many 
of them had to fall under the ruthless ax of man. 

Father’s first and main objective always was the furtherance of 
the spiritual. Frequently he told his daughter Henrietta, with whom 
he made his abode in later years, that he would have been a bad dis- 
ciple and follower of Christ, who led him all through his years, if he 
had ignored the importance of His leadership among those pioneers 
who followed him in the aspect of their religious belief or doctrine. 

Accordingly, as soon as we were settled with our families in 
Theresa Township, about three miles back of the little hamlet 
named Mayville, arrangements were made with Pastor Geier from 
Lebanon, who would serve our community every Highth Sunday 
with Word and Sacrament. All summer and the following winter 
into 1848 our services were held in the house of Friedrich Jagow. 

New settlers came to make their homes among us and were 
welcomed. It became apparent we needed a church building to ac- 
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commodate the membership. In the very beginning a tract of 
forty acres was purchased for the specific purpose of locating 
thereon a church and a school, including a cemetery. Through 
energy and hard work a church building was completed, and on 
Pentecost, 1848, it was dedicated. No benches were yet available 
for seats; short blocks, therefore, were sawed and installed, on 
which sawed boards were fastened. Primitive, indeed, but it an- 
swered the purpose for the time being, and we all were joyous in 
having a church of our own in America in less time than one 
year since we removed from Nahhausen in Germany. 


When the news spread throughout the State that a Lutheran 
congregation flourished here in Dodge County, it happened that 
a number of would-be preachers flocked in, anxious for the post. 
Our fathers, however, went slowly, sifting the “wheat” from the 
“chaff.” Their European experience came in good stead and would 
not permit them to sell the pure Biblical truth of the Lutheran doc- 
trine to any charlatan that was coming to them. 


Finally came a man by the name of Boehme. He claimed to 
have been sent by the well-known Lutheran Pastor W. Loehe in 
Germany to minister unto the Lutherans in America. Ah, that was 
a balsam! He made a good impression, and due to the fact that he 
came from Pastor Loehe, he was engaged to serve us. All were 
happy because now we had our own pastor: This joy, however, was 
of short duration. Pastor Boehme proved to be an arrogant person 
in the presence of school children. He would snarl at the aged 
father who in all kindness drew the pastor’s attention to certain 
incidents that happened at school, which, also, Pastor Boehme 
taught several days during the week. In a word, Pastor Boehme 
was harsh; his actions and rejoinders proved very unsatisfactory. 
Our congregation also was informed, directly by Pastor Loehe, that 
Pastor Boehme was not sent by him to minister to the Lutherans, but 
that Boehme was directed to the Fort Wayne, Ind., seminary to 
take further studies for a year or two. 

Boehme had some likable qualities, and he was young enough 
to learn. The congregation was not hasty. However, one Sunday 
after church services when he stepped into the house, he called to 
his wife, saying: “Today I did some tall juggling before these 
stupid farmers.” Well, it happened that one of the church mem- 
bers was in the adjoining room and heard the remark. This was 
the last straw. It gave more offense. Now, soon after this things 
were getting more strained; Pastor Boehme’s sermon deviated so 
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grossly from his text one Sunday; it was too much. The majority 
of the membership was ready to release him. 

A small number, however, was opposed to this. But the ma- 
jority rules. Boehme was released, and this caused some more con- 
cern among some of the church members. There were now two 
factions that stood separate among the members. This was a lam- 
entable affair, but it was believed that this opposition among the 
members might cool down pretty soon and all be well again. So it 
was agreed that both factions should use the church building alter- 
nately every Sunday — one party in the morning, the other in the 
afternoon. The next month they would turn about. This went 
along for a time when Boehme induced his followers to abrogate 
the agreement. His argument was, that, since his adherents had 
the pastor, they were entitled to the church. Against some objections 
from several of their side, Boehme forced the issue. 


When on the following Sunday the members of our faction 
came to church, they found it occupied by the other faction, who 
had already commenced their service. Our side then went to a 
private home to worship. The other side was jubilant that it had 
been so easy to oust our side. But the old saying: “Sow wind, and 
reap a storm” came true. — Most of those members that went with 
Boehme’s faction were later arrivals in the settlement. They had, 
in fact, neither helped pay for the land nor in the construction and 
cost of the church. The deed for the church property was in the 
name of five men; all members belonging to our side. One of them 
had lived in the State of New York and had some experience in 
matters similar to those existing here. He convinced our leadership 
that Boehme and his followers were in error and should by all means 
be ejected on short notice according to law. My father was first 
opposed to this, but reluctantly gave in at last. The result was 
that Boehme was compelled to leave the entire church property 
within a few weeks. 

-Boehme and his adherents at first threatened to refuse, but 
when the deadline came, he had left for parts unknown. Later it 
was learned that he had applied for membership in the Synod of 
Missouri, Ohio and Other States, but on account of certain condi- 
tions he was refused. Boehme then joined the Buffalo Synod. This 
information we received through one of Boehme’s previous ad- 
herents who, together with other members of their faction, expressed 
regret over the entire affair and exhibited as much joy in coming 


82 CONCORDIA HISTORICAL INSTITUTE QUARTERLY 


back to our side as we did in receiving them back into our con- 
gregation as formerly. 

Then came a man whom my parents had known in Germany, 
where he had been an assistant pastor in Nahhausen. A Berlinian 
named Leonard. He left his post, he asserted, on account of dis- 
agreement with the superiors in the Nahhausen parish. This was 
easily understandable to our Wisconsin members, since they, too, 
had disagreed. All members, therefore, who had emigrated from 
Nahhausen, now believed that Pastor Leonard had “seen the light” 
according to Luther, just as we had seen it, and were happy to 
recommend Pastor Leonard, with the result that he was appointed 
and ordained as our pastor. But again, alas, while Pastor Leonard 
had the good will and confidence of our entire congregation, our 
confidence was misplaced. While he was an able speaker and well 
liked, it soon developed he was a visionary fanatic. His sermons 
were often a mass of confusion, at times hard to understand, while 
at other times his digressions from Scripture were as plain as day- 
light. I will quote just one example which every Lutheran can 
grasp without further pondering, the very minute the words are 
spoken. One Sunday the pastor preached that Jesus, at the time of 
His birth, was born a human only. That only after His Baptism 
by John did He become divine. Such heresy, grossly presented, 
was too much for our fathers, and after several fruitless discussions 
and meetings he, too, was dismissed. 

In order to get a new pastor, my father and another church 
member were selected and delegated to see Pastor Geier at Lebanon 
to learn whether he could serve us again at more frequent intervals 
than bimonthly. However, several things turned up in the meantime 
which eliminated for all time our urge to induce Pastor Geier to 
serve us. . 

I must intersperse here, in justice to the several factions that 
arose in our Theresa Township congregation; every controversy 
arising among these members up to this time was strictly confined, 
it would appear, to the new settlers that moved in later, after the 
old Brandenburg Germans that emigrated from Prussia, to which, 
of course, my father belonged. These new settlers were composed 
nearly altogether of Pomeranians. But their sincerity to confess a 
wrong as soon as it was detected must be noted to their credit and 
was, indeed, inspiring. The sudden splits which they caused without 
due consideration of the facts, they, as stated before, remorsefully 
admitted after a thorough airing was completed, and gladly re- 
turned. . 
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Our plight for a pastor of the right faith grew more tense. 
We prayed for the pure Lutheran faith according to Scripture. 
The Buffalo Synod, it is true, would supply us with a pastor. How- 
ever, several members of our congregation who previously belonged 
to it while living in the State of New York, urged us to abstain. 
The Missouri Synod of Lutherans had just been founded at Saint 
Louis, Missouri. To apply to it was deemed inadvisable since the 
report came to us that the Missouri Synod merely had the name of 
teaching the pure Gospel according to Luther, but that its doctrine 
was not Biblical. Such reports brought confusion and dismay — 
more especially so if it will be remembered what experience our con- 
_ gregation had gone through. Without connections, and everything 
new, unorganized, isolated, few or no railroads, mail delivery a 
luxury, telephones a spook story, and so forth in every endeavor, 
we the pioneers had to take things as they came to us. Just so 
the report concerning the Lutherans of the Missouri S$ ynod. 
The way it came to us was all wrong it proved later, but lies and 
heresy frequently work together as a team, full of pranks. 

Again a committee of two was selected to interview a teacher 
named Pankow, who lived near Lebanon. A learned and respected 
man, sincere, well educated in the fundamentals of spiritual and 
Biblical interpretations. He was heralded by many that knew him 
as being a true Lutheran and as devout as Pastor Geier had been. 
We felt that, with all these favorable reports we had gathered 
about this man, if he could successfully teach children, he could 
also preach to the grown, and the committee of two, of which my 
father was one, was sent to this gentleman who at the. time had 
gathered a number of children of the neighborhood into a class 
for religious and elementary schooling. 

Mr. Pankow accepted the invitation to serve our congregation 
every other Sunday for a while, if not altogether thereafter in a 
regular way. This again “upped” our spirits; moreover, Mr. Pan- 
kow’s sermons were fundamental, instructive, as well as practical; 
I admit that through them we became real Lutherans — proper 
Christians. 

On those Sundays when he served us he would not return to 
his Lebanon home until Monday mornings. Now, since every 
member knew that Mr. Pankow had his headquarters with Michael 
Friedrich Sasse (who later became my father-in-law), Mr. Sasse’s 
home soon developed into a public forum place where members of 
our church as well as non-members were gladly supplied by Mr. Pan- 
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kow with answers to their spiritual problems or to questions care- 
fully selected for debate. Mr. Pankow was a scholar. He had read 
much, very much, of Luther’s writings while yet in Germany. He 
had left, just as my parents had done, the State Church and 
joined the Old Lutherans. He also highly recommended reading 
the Lutheraner — the new official periodical of the Missouri Synod. 
Mr. Pankow served us well. His priorities at Lebanon, however, 
and our friendship with the Lebanonites would not permit a sev- 
erance for the sake of personal affairs. Also, several years had 
elapsed, and with it several improvements, great forward strides, 
indeed, had been inaugurated and completed in our Theresa Town- 
ship community. Then another way out was formulated and sat- 
isfactorily adopted and welcomed. 

We had now lived in America eight years, and things became 
more familiar to all of us. By this time two church buildings had 
been erected in the parish, known to this day as the “upper church” 
and “lower church.” They are several miles apart, one standing 
on an elevated prominence, while the other built in a valley: hence 
these distinctive names. Both congregations were prosperous, and 
the pastor finally engaged was Martin Stephan. A likable man! 
He served both parishes every Sunday. He, also, in his zeal for the 
furtherance of the Lutheran “Missouri Synod,” gave us many good 
instructive sermons on topics therewith related or connected. Pastor 
Stephan, however, to the regret of us all, accepted a call to another 
congregation, and we became spiritual orphans again. 

Pastor Philip Dicke was our next pastor. He also served both 
congregations, each of which now had its own school. He also was 
an ardent supporter of the Lutheraner and worked toward joining 
the Missouri Synod. This, however, did not take place until his 
successor, Pastor Philip Wambsganss, had been installed a few 
years later. 

In the meantime, over a period of about fifteen years or more, 
various things happened that were directly connected with our 
family and surroundings, which should be noted here. Soon after 
we arrived in America, my oldest sister, Wilhelmina, was married 
to a Mr. Schoeneke; and a few years later, in 1853, my second-oldest 
sister, Henrietta Ernestine, married Michael Friedrich Sasse, oldest 
son of Michael Friedrich Sasse, after whom he was named and 
who, later, became my brother-in-law through my marriage to his 
sister Wilhelmina Amalia Sasse on December 6, 1855, Pastor Mar- 
tin Stephan officiating. On May 24, my good and dear mother 
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passed away. She was a thoroughly sincere, Christian woman who 
tried her best to raise and nurture her children in the fear of the 
Lord. Often did I hear her pray for them in great earnest — 
especially for her only son. This no doubt was necessary, because 
as a young man of twenty-one years I was in contact with un- 
believers who were ever ready to spray their poison to others; and 
to my shame I must admit that sometimes I yielded by listening 
to their venom and reading their rubbish. However, the good 
Lord protected me from contamination and surrender thereto by 
my reading of other, good, clean literature, and I thus became 
firmer in my Christian convictions. And when I got married at the 
age of 24 after a happy courtship, my wife, who was the soul 
of goodness, with a thorough Christian understanding and faith, 
removed every last barnacle that was yet clustering to the ship of 
our matrimonial voyage. We lived in perfect peace; as she also 
did with my widowed father, who stayed with us frequently after 
my mother had died. Not one unkind word did I ever hear 
between them. 

Wisconsin winters were long and severe. War between the 
States was in full progress owing to the slave question. Politics 
were fierce. Turbulence everywhere; not religion, as a decade or 
two ago in the Old Country; here it was politics, and more of it 
daily, concerning the slave question; spilling of blood among 
brothers and sowing of hate. My brother-in-law William Sasse, who 
had married my youngest sister, Louise, was already a_ victim of 
the war and buried in the State of Georgia. Consternation reigned 
everywhere between our intermarried families. The split between 
the Democrats and the newly created Republican Party was too much 
for the average politicians, and fist fights were a daily occurrence. 
I stood firmly with Lincoln. Others of our relationship were firm 
in defending slavery. This friction sickened me, and since my 
brother-in-law Michael Sasse, who was married to my sister Hen- 
rietta, as you will remember, decided to move — lock, stock, and 
- barrel —into Illinois, where the climate was milder, I, too, felt 
I should follow my brother-in-law Michael into Illinois, even if 
a year later. He was a Republican of the first water, owing to the 
fact he had been one of the few who were present at the little 
Wisconsin schoolhouse back in the woods where and when the 
Republican Party took its first breath of life. 

Political bellowing was at its peak in the winter of 1863—1864. 
Right or wrong, if they differed on the slave question, the best of 
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friends would “sour down” between one another. My own good 
uncle one day told me: “Fred, you are disgracing the name of 
Fellwock.” Even dear Pastor Wambsganss’ efforts were enlisted 
to change my views. These political disputations, as stated above, 
caused many good farmers to move out of their neighborhood in 
order to live more peacefully while holding to their own political 
opinions. Young Michael Sasse, my brother-in-law, and a number 
of others had just moved out at the time when General Lee sur- 
rendered April 9th [ 1865} and the war was declared at an end. 


Chapter Secretaries, Attention! 


According to the regulations of the Institute, local chapters 
are entitled to one eighth of the membership fees collected by the 
national organization. In the past there has been some confusion 
in collecting such moneys. To insute proper credit, secretaries are 
asked to submit a membership list signed by the chapter secretary 
and president to the curator, the Rev. August R. Suelflow, for 
validation. A bonafide list will then be forwarded to the treasurer, 
who will immediately remit the proper fees. In the past, lists have 
either not been submitted or could not be validated by the Institute’s 
membership list. It is the wish of the Institute to co-operate with 
local chapters and encourage a growing membership. 


Book Review 


The Founder of St. Ansgar. By H. Fred Swansen. Lutheran Publishing 
House, Blair, Nebr. 1949. 232 pages. $2.25. 


This is a popular biography of an American Lutheran pioneer, Claus 
Laurits Clausen, written by Professor H. Fred Swansen, for the last eight- 
een years professor at Dana College at Blair, Nebr. 

Claus Clausen’s fame rests not so much upon the fact that he was 
a religious pioneer as that he was the paternal guide to thousands of Norwe- 
gian and Danish immigrants in the middle of the nineteenth century. 

One is struck by the fact that Pastor Clausen felt frustrated by the 
coming of European trained clergy and felt constrained to follow the ever- 
westward movement of the frontier. : 

The numerous controversies are but lightly treated. Sometimes one 
regrets that the only impression one gets is that there was a sharp cleavage 
between clergy and laity, in which Clausen, champion of lay opinion, was 
always right. 

Unfortunately the author does not fulfill the book cover’s promise to 
“place the major emphasis on Clausen’s role as a pastor.’’ One looks in 
vain for a treatment of his pastoral work, the value of which his popularity 
in his congregations suggests. 

All in all, it is a pleasant, simple story of the restlessness of the 
American frontier. W. H. LUECKE 
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In Memoriam 
7 William Gustave Polack 7 
1890—1950_ 

Born December 7, 1890, in Wausau, Wis.; died June 5, 1950, 
St. Louis, Mo. A graduate of Concordia Theological Seminary, 
St. Louis, Mo., 1914, Dr. Polack accepted the call as pastor to 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Evansville, Ind., serving this parish for 
eleven years. In 1925 he became professor of church history and 
liturgics at Concordia Theological Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. From 
1940 to the time of his death Dr. 
Polack was chairman of the depart-. 

“ment of church history. 

In 1927, together with a num- 
ber of persons interested in preserv- 
ing the history of the Lutheran 
Church in America, Dr. Polack was 
instrumental in organizing Con- 
cordia Historical Institute. From 
1927 to 1938 he served as secretary. 
During the time that the work of 
the Institute was still limited he 
was acting curator. From 1945 to 
1949 he served as president. The 
Institute remembers Dr. Polack 
chiefly as the editor of its Quar- 
TERLY, which position he held until the beginning of 1950, after 
twenty-two years of service. Besides his contributions to the Quar- 
TERLY, he wrote the following books in the field of church history 
and biography: John Eliot, 1926; David Livingstone, 1929; Story 
of Luther, 1931, third edition 1947; Story of C. F. W. Walther, 
third edition 1947; Fathers and Founders, 1938; The Building of 
a Great Church, 1941, second edition 1947; How the Missouri 

_ Synod was Born, 1947. He was also editor of the Concordia His- 
torical Series. 

In addition to his contributions to church history, Dr. Polack 
was the author of many books and articles on hymnology and 
liturgics. His chief literary work in this field was as chairman of 
the Intersynodical Committee on Hymnology and Liturgics, which 
edited the Lutheran Hymnal. He also compiled The Handbook to 
the Lutheran Hymnal. : 
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For many years he had been a member of the editorial com- 
mittee of the Lutheran Witness and served as the chairman of this 
committee for the past year. In recognition of his literary work 
he was awarded the Doctor of Letters degree by Valparaiso Uni- 


versity in 1942. 


In the death of Dr. Polack Concordia Historical Institute 
mourns the loss of a father and friend. 


Life Members of Concordia Historical Institute 
as of May, 1950 


Mr. William G. Bente, Oakland, Calif. 

Mr. John W. Boehne, Jr., Wash., D.C. 

Mr. C. F. Brandt, Cleveland Hts., Ohio 

Mr. Ferd. Dau, St. Louis, Mo. 

Mr. William F. Drees, St. Louis, Mo. 

Mr. Edgar W. Ellerman, St. Louis, Mo. 

Mrs. Edw. A. Ellerman, St. Louis, Mo. 

Mrs. H. H. Hackstedde, Hollywood, 
Calif. 

Mr. T. C. Haffenreffer, Brookline, Mass, 

Dr. Theo. Hanser, St. Louis, Mo. 

Mr. L. C. Heine, Omaha, Nebr. 

Mr. R. A. Heinicke, St. Louis, Mo. 

Mr. W. Charles Heitmuller, 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Charles H. Hickman, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Mr. Earl A. Holl, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Mr. Henry W. Horst, Rock Island, Ill. 

Mr. H. C. Kionka, Montclair, N. J. 

Mr. Erwin T. Koch, St. Louis, Mo. 

Mr. August J. Luedke, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Mr. J. A. Melcher, Cleveland, Ohio 


Mr. Harry J. W. Niehaus, 
_ University City, Mo. 

Mr. W.E. Noffke, Ottowa, Canada 
Mr. George F. Nolde, Richmond, Va. 
Mr. George F. Nolde, Jr., Norfolk, Va. 
Mrs. John W. Pohlmann, Buffalo, N. Y. 
Mr. Fred C. Pritzlaff, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Mr. Bernard E. Schnacke, Evansville, Ind. 
Mr. Emil M. Schnaible, La Fayette, Ind. 
Mr. Paul Schulze, Chicago, Ill. 
Mr. Charles J. F. Staerker, 

Shaker Heights, Ohio 
Mr. L. W. Bendix Taenzer, St. Louis, Mo. 
Dr. J. A. Walther, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mr. Herbert W. Waltke, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mrs. Louis H. Waltke, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mr. Richard H. Waltke, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mr. Fred Wehrenberg, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
Mr. Leonard E. Zehnder, 

Frankenmuth, Mich. 
Mr. John J. Zink, Baltimore, Md. 


Sustaining Members 
of Concordia Historical Institute 
as of May, 1950 


Mr. E. W. Ahlbrand, Seymour, Ind. 

Mr. H.C. Ahlbrand, Seymour, Ind. 

Mr. Wm. P. Ahlbrand, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Mrs. Emilie Beiderwieden, St. Louis, Mo. 
Rev. Theo. Beiderwieden, Teaneck, N. J. 
Mr. Gustav Bock, Lansing, III. 

Mr. Erich F. Boehlke, Thiensville, Wis. 
Miss Elizabeth E. Boehne, Evansville, Ind. 
Mr. W.E. Boie, St. Paul, Minn. 

Mr. Paul Brandt, Fort Worth, Texas 
Mr. Oscar P. Brauer, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mr. F. F. Brueggemann, Cleveland, Ohio 
Miss Lucy M. Bruhn, Boston, Mass. 
Mr. Henry W. Buck, Kansas City, Mo. 


Dr. Theo. A. Buenger, Winnetka, Ill. 
Mr. Otto Buesking, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
Mr. Homer E. Culley, Sioux City, Iowa 
Rev. L. H. Deffner, Wichita, Kans, 

Mrs. L. H. Deffner, Wichita, Kans. 

Mr. Albert De Valve, Baldwin, N. Y. 
Mr. E. W. Diekmann, Evansville, Ind. 
Mr. Oscar T. Doerr, Omaha, Nebr. 
Mr. Erving Dress, Lakewood, Ohio 
Miss Christel M. Erdmann, Chicago, II. 
Mrs. R. Erdmann, Chicago, IIl. 

Mr. G. A. Fleischer, Chicago, IIl. 

Mr. Norbert A. Fleischer, Chicago, Ill. 
Mr. B. P. Fortney, Rocky River, Ohio 
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Mr. J. G. Franz, Bayside, L.I., N.Y. 
Mr. W. O. Frederick, Alton, Iil. 
Mr. Christian H. Funk, 

New London, Conn. 
Mr. Talmon Gaston, Sr., 

Punxsutawney, Pa. 
Mr. John F. Gierke, Chicago, Ill. 
Mr. H. E. Glaeser, Good Thunder, Minn. 
Mr. V. J. Goeglein, Fr. Wayne, Ind. 
Mr. Henry A. Grothmann, 

Blanchard, N. Dak. 
Mr. Herbert F. Hadde, Cleveland, Ohio 
Mr. Walter E. Helmke, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
Mr. A. W. Herrmann, New Orleans, La. 
Mr. H. W. Hillebrecht, Orange, Calif. 
Mr. Otto F. Hoemann, 

Webster Groves, Mo. 

_Mr. John H. Hohengarten, St. Louis, Mo. 

Mr. Fred Janzen, Chicago, Ill. 
Mr. Wm. Jeude, Pevely, Mo. 
Mr. Raymond A. Kelton, Albany, N. Y. 
Mr. Albert Kiehl, Alma, Mo. 
Mr. P. H. Kissinger, Oshkosh, Wis. 
Mr. A. T. Kramer, Wichita Falls, Tex. 
Mr. C.H. Kremmel, St. Louis, Mo. . 
Rev. A. R. Kretzmann, Chicago, Ill. 
Mr. Walter H. Kroehnke, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mr. Herbert F.Kuenne, Baltimore, Md. 
Corinna M. Kull, Elmhurst, Ill. 
Mr. E. B. Kunze, Cleveland, Ohio 
Dr. Milton G. Kuolt, 

San Francisco, Calif. 
Dr. W. H. Kuppler, Mt. Vernon, Ill. 
Mr. Frank Lambert, Detroit, Mich. 
Mr. Otto G. Liebenow, Racine, Wis. 

Mr. Carl A. List, Saginaw, Mich. 

Mr. John Luecke, Baton Rouge, La. 
Mr. Walter F. Luekens, Lakewood, Ohio 
Mr. F. H. Maag, Lakewood, Ohio 
Mr. Howard E. Manger, Baltimore, Md. 


Mr. Paul H. Markworth, Cleveland, Ohio | 


Mr. E. F. Oberdeck, Rocky River, Ohio 
Mr. R. C. Obermann, St. Louis, Mo. 
Dr. Charles G. Obermeyer, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mr. John A. Peters, Lakewood, Ohio 


Mr. F. M. Petersheim, Evansville, Ind. 
Mr. Alvin H. Pipkorn, Thiensville, Wis. 
Dr. W. G. Polack, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mr. Henry F. Rahe, Cleveland, Ohio 
Mr. E. F. Rall, Menlo, Kans. 
Rev. R. L. Reith, Hoyelton, Iil. 
Mr. F. W. Reuter, St. Joseph, Mo. 
Mr. Arthur W. Richter, Kirkwood, Mo. 
Mr. Hugo Rossow, Vincent, Iowa 
Mr. Lawrence J. Rupprecht, 

St. Louis, Mo. 
Mtr. P. E. Rupprecht, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Mr. M. A. Salvner, Saginaw, Mich. 
Mr. August Scherer, S. Orange, N. J. 
Mr. T. H. Schlake, Chicago, Ill. 
Mr. Albert J. Schlueter, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mr. Walter H. Schlueter, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mrs. Otto F. Schmitt, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mr. W. W. Schroeder, Chicago, Ill. 
Rev. R. T. Schuricht, Hillsboro, N. Dak. 
Mr. Edwin T. C. Schwan, 

Shaker Heights, Ohio 
Mrs. Oliver Selle, St. Louis, Mo. 
Dr. E. Seuel, Maplewood, Mo. 
Mts. Martin S. Sommer, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mr, M.E. Strieter, Rock Island, Ill. 
Mr. Albert R. Stutz, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Mr. Edward W. Tatge, Evanston, IIl. 
Mr. Herbert Thien, Tuckahoe, N. Y. 
Mr. John Thomas, Cleveland, Ohio 
Trinity Lutheran Aid Society, Alton, Ill 
Dr. Henry L. Ulrich, Detroit, Mich. 
Mr. and Mrs. Theo. H. Vogel, 

St. Louis, Mo. 
Rev. B. von Schenk, New York, N. Y. 
Dr. Martin Walker, Buffalo, N. Y. 
Mr. Gustav J. Wangerin, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mr. Wm. Wehmeyer, New York, N. Y. 
Dr. J. Frederic Wenchel, Wash., D.C. 
Mr. Max Wolf, Boone, Iowa 
Mr. E. H. Woodruff, Maplewood, Mo. 
Mr. Carl York, New York, N. Y. 
Mr. Walter W. Zahrndt, 

Maplewood, Mo. 


Organizations Supporting 
Concordia Historical Institute 
as Sustaining Members 


Redeemer Church, Fort Wayne, Ind. $25. 
Nazareth Ladies’ Aid, Detroit, Mich. $10. 
St. Paul’s Church, Melrose Park, Ill. $25. 


(To be continued) 
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Editorial Comments and Notes 

As the QuarterLy goes to press, the news of Dr. W.G. 
Polack’s death has come ‘to us. We who have been close to him 
have prayed that God would release him from this world and 
take him to his eternal home as he lingered in a coma for almost 
three months following a brain operation. The Lord in His mercy 
has heard our prayers, and release has come to our friend and 
colleague. The loss of this historian of the Lutheran Church in 
America is already beginning to be felt. The work he has done is 
finished and yet not finished, for it will continue as long as Con- 
cotdia Historical Institute functions. This society for many years 
took an important place in his interests. It was to a great extent 
sustained by his work. We regret that he never saw the realization 
of his dream for the Institute to be housed in its own building. 
It is the firm hope of the Board of Directors that this dream of 
Dr. Polack will soon be realized. A fitting memorial in the proposed 
museum will be set aside to the memory of Dr. Polack. 

The QuarterLy wishes to take this opportunity to announce 
that the October issue will carry major articles on the life and 
work of Dr. Polack. 

Miss Harriet Schwenk’s contribution, which begins in this issue 
of the Quarterty, brings to church historians an interesting array 
of data on Dr. Walter A. Maier’s stand toward atheistic Com- 
munism. Keeping the dates in mind, historians will weigh the im- 
port of the utterances made at a time when it was still unpopular 
to speak forcefully and frankly on this subject. As such the article 
will prove an important source on Maier’s views for a proper ap- 
praisal of his place in the history of the Lutheran Church of 
America. 

Coming issues will also bring articles on such outstanding 
contemporaries as Engelder and Sommer. 

In the regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the In- 
stitute, which was held May 25, 1950, the editor, Arthur C. Repp, 
was chosen president to fill the vacancy created by the resignation 
of Dr. W. G. Polack in September, 1949. Professor George Dolak 
in turn was elected secretary to replace Professor Repp. 
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_») Historical Sidelights 
ya Early English Hymnal 

In the April, 1950, issue of the Quarrerty the Rev. Julius 


A. Friedrich gave an account of an early English hymnal, 1891, 
published within the Missouri Synod. He hazarded the statement: 


THE CHURCH YEAR. : 29 


18. Erhalt uns, Herr, bei deinem Wort. 


1. Lord, keep us in Thy'Word and work, _ re- 


‘strain the murder-ous Pope and Turk, who fain would 


ja SS SSS I 


tear from off Thy throne Christ Je-sus, Thy be -loy-ed Son. 


2, Lord Jesus Christ, Thy power make known, 
For Thou art Lord of lords alone; 
Shield Thy poor Christendom, that we 
May evermore sing praise to Thee. 


3. Thou Comforter of priceless worth, 
Give one mind to Thy flock on earth, 
Stand by us in our final strife, 

And lead us out of death to lite. 


4, Destroy their counsels, Lord our God, 
And smite them with an iron rod, 
And let them fall into the snare 
Which for Thy Christians they prepare. 


5. So that at last they may perceive 
That, Lord our God, Thou still dost live, 
And dost deliver mightily 
All those who put their trust in Thee. 


Dr. M, Luther, 15-41. 
St. 4. 5. by Dr. J. Jonas. 


A Page from the English Hymnal of 1886 


“As far as I know, it is the first English hymnal published in our 
Missouri Synod.” Observant readers of-the QUARTERLY have come 
up with a correction. Mr. Arthur C. Thoms of Denver, Colo., 
whose hobby is collecting hymnbooks, wrote that he has a copy 
of a hymnal with the title page: “Hymns of the Evangelical Lu- 
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theran Church For the Use of English Lutheran Missions,” 1888. 
Professor Lorenz Blankenbuehler of St. Louis came up with a sim- 
ilar find showing that Mr. Thoms’ hymnal is a second printing 
and that the first printing carries the date 1886. 

This interesting book of fifty-two pages contains thirty-three 
hymns compiled and translated into English by Professor A. Crull. 
The hymnal sold originally for fifteen cents. It was reviewed in 
Der Lutheraner April 1, 1886. 


Der Lutheraner Angels 
One hundred years ago, May 28, the first “flying angel” of 
Der Lutheraner made its appearance on the masthead. During the 
next seven years the angel began to lose his youthful appearance, 
so that the editor felt constrained to come forth with a second 


wGottes Tort und Muthers Mebe’ bergebet nun und nimmecmede” 


Heransgegeben von her Deutfechen Ev, Luther, Spnode von Miffouri, Ohio, und anderen Staaten, 
RMedigirt von GC. F. W. Walther. : 


Jabrg. 6. 


“flying angel” in the August 25, 1857, issue. This drawing carried 
the artist’s name, W. Mackwitz. In time a more elaborate angel 
and masthead were designed, so that a third “flying angel” appeared 
on October 1, 1871, the work of Emil Limpe. This angel, twice 
reduced in size, still appears on the masthead of Der Lutheraner. 
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Accessions 


JANUARY, 1950 

Rey. Crarence Peters: The Parochial School from the Lutheran Point 
of View; The Effect of the Trend Toward Religious Schools on Public Schools. 

Rev. J. Buencer: History of St. Paul’s, Elizabeth, Ill, 1946; various issues 
of Confessional Lutheran from Vol. V to IX. . 

Dr. A. M. Rexnwinket: History of Zion, Wausau, Wis., 1949; order of 
service, dedication, St. Matthew’s, Stony Plain, Alta., 1949. 

F. T. L. Cus: History of Zion, Peru, La Salle Co., Ill., 1906. 

Dr. W. G. Porack: Walther League National Committee’s Reports, 
1941, 1942, 

Rey. C. Wm. A. Kueuner: History of Zion, Winthrop, Minn., 1949. 

Rey. A. H. Kiamr: Southern District Report (3 copies), 1949. 

Rey. RupotpH GraeBNer: Picures of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. 

Mr. Lorenz G. ScHumm: Various newspaper clippings concerning Dr. C. 
F, W. Walther. 

Dr. JoHN Smiak: Estonian Language Manuscript of Historical Introduction 
to Luther’s Catechism, tr. by Dr. J. Sillak. 

Rev. Huco W. Larson: South Dakota District Reports, 1943, 1948. 

Dr. F. E. Mayer: Pictures showing rebuilding of churches at Kiel, Ger- 
many, newspaper clippings, pamphlet, celebrating the inauguration of Arthur 
Compton as chancellor of Washington University, St.Louis, 1946; Report of 
Johannes Herrmann Verlag, Zwickau, Saxony, 1939. 

Rev. H. Treir: Yearbook of Grace Congregation, Regina, Sask., 1949. 

The WatrHer Leacue: The Walther League Messenger, Vol.57 (bound). 

Dr. J. T. Muetter: Index to Time, Vol. LII; letter of Dr. O. F. Hattstaedt; 
German Bible, dedicated to the Lutherans in America, from the Lutheran congre- 
gation in Vienna, Austria, January 1, 1950. 

Rev. Geo. A. W. Vocex: Iowa District West Report, 1949 (2 copies). 

Rev. F. E. Scpumann: An Outline History of the Protestant Churches of 
Utah, compiled and edited by H. W. Reherd, 1948. 


FEBRUARY, 1950 


From Dr. Geo. V.Scuicx: Missouri Synod Dist. Reports: Atlantic, 1940; 
California and Nevada, 1940, 1942; Central Illinois, 1942; Colorado, 1940, 1942; 
Iowa East, 1940, 1942, 1943; Iowa West, 1942; Michigan, 1940; Minnesota, 1940, 
1942; North Dakota, 1939, 1943; Northern Illinois, 1940, 1942, 1943; Northern 
Nebraska, 1939, 1940; North Wisconsin, 1939, 1940; Oklahoma 1940, 1942; 
Ontario, 1942; Oregon and Washington, 1940, 1942; Southern, 1940, 1942; South- 
ern Illinois, 1940, 1942; Southern Nebraska, 1942, 1943; South Dakota, 1942; 
Texas, 1943; Western, 1942; Alberta and British Columbia, 1942, 1943; Norwegian 
Synod, 1940, 1941, 1945; Wisconsin Synod, 1941; District Reports: Dakota and 
Montana, 1940, 1944; Minnesota, 1940, 1942; Michigan, 1936, 1938, 1940, 1942; 

Nebraska, 1940, 1942, 1944; Northern Wisconsin, 1940, 1942, 1944; Southeast 
Wisconsin, 1940, 1942, 1944; Western Wisconsin, 1940, 1942. 

Int. Stare Hisroricat Society: General Index to Journal of the Ill. State 
Historical Society, Vols. I—XXV. _ 

Rev. Cart A. List: ' History of Trinity, Saginaw, Michigan, 1935. 

Mr. Erwin T. Kocu: Cresset, Vols. X to XII. 

Mr. T. A. Bercmann: German prayer book (title page missing), printed in 
Leipzig by Johann Koellern, 1675, from the library of Rev. F. J. Biltz. 

Dr. Paut W.Spaupe: Convention Proceedings, Wisconsin Synod, 1949; 
How to Teach Elementary Geography, Lindemann, C. P.H., 1895. 
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Grace Conerecation, Wexiston, Mo.: The Lutheran Church Guide, 
St. Louis, 1909, 1916, 1926, 1927—28; History of Immanuel, Washington, Mo., 
1937; Cancndia Kirkwood) "Mo., 1924; Our Savior, St. Louis, Mo., 1933; St Sal- 
vator, Venedy, Ill., 1932; Mt. Calvary, St. Louis, Mo., 1922; Pilgrim, St. pas 
Mo., 1927; Bethel, University City, Mo., 1938. 
: Rev.Kurt W.Brt: Religions in Japan, Civil ie Mies and Aatcae 
Section, General Headquarters, Tokyo, 1948; The Courier, Sept.3, 1945, Manila, 
P. I. (dady: reporting surrender of V-J Day: The Tribune Jan. 1, 1944, Manila, 
P.I. (daily); Japanese funeral sermon by the Rev. Agua Taste, Cateealar 
Vitae of Se Tasaka; Japan Evangelist Supplement, Redemption, by Rev. J. M. T. 
Winther, 1921; Japanese Sunday school material, 1939, edited by Lutheran Jap- 
anese, causing his suspension from teaching position; Contemporary Japan, a review 
of Far Eastern affairs, March, 1941; Annual Report, Grace, Wellston, 1949. 

Rey. E. C. ZimMeRMANN: Material on Henry Signaro Midsuno. 

Dr. W.G. PoLack: Minutes, Committee on Hymnology and _Liturgics, 
1929—1949. wi iid 

Dr. G. V. Scuicx: Collection of pictures and ‘newspaper clippings. 

Mr. L. V.Scunewer: Die Wahre Zeitrechnting, by G. Seyffarth, printed 
by M. Niedner, St. Louis, 1857. 

Rev. H.E.C. Wicke: History of Bethlehem, Hortonville,’ Wis., 1945. 


Dr. THeo. A. Buencer: Letters written by the following to ie Theo. 
Buenger, D.D.: W. Bartling, F. Brand, R. D. Biedermann, W. T. Dau, 
J. A. Detzer, W. Koepchen, M. Felton, Re Frederking, O. Hanser, a ‘Gausewitz, 
M. Luecke, C. F. Otto Miessler, E. G. Nachtsheim, J. P. Naumann, R. Niebel- 
schuetz, C. M. Noack, F. Otte, F. Pfotenhauer, F. Pieper, W. v. Schenk, A. 
Schlueter, Fr. Sievers, “Theo, Thormaehilen, A. Wagner, H. W. F. -Wollaeger, 
H. Wunder; pictures of the following: Catl: Becker, F. Brunn, Bleibel, O. Cloeter, 
L. G. Dorpat, Max Felton, Wm. Koepchen, Gilbert Otte, Rudolph Langé, Richard 
v. Niebelschuetz, Walter v. Schenk, Schick generation, A. Schlueter, George 
Stoeckhardt, H. Wunder; newspaper clippings. 

First Trinity, Burrato, N. Y.: Proceedings, Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
Missouri and Other States, 1911. 

Newspaper clippings, memorial programs, sa eaerotial sermons on the death 
and funeral of Dr.. Walter A. Maier were sent in by the following: Mrs. Ida Bunt- 
rock, Columbia, S. Dak.; Concordia Academy, Portland, Oreg.; E. Dodrill, Whittier, 
Calif.; Rev. Albert Dundek, Mercedes, Tex.; Federation of Evangelical Lutheran 
Conference churches of Greater Cleveland; Rev. W. C. Gesch, Orange, Calif.; 
A. L. Hattsteadt, Milwaukee, Wis.; Theo. Heinecke, Albion, Mich.; Theo. Hirsch- 
mann, Milwaukee, Wis.; Rev. M. F. Hodde, Los Angeles, Calif.; Alfred Holst, 
Clare, Iowa; Mrs. N. J. Klare, Gotha, Fla.; Clara Joergens, Evanston, Ill; H. M. 
Lange, Chicago; Ruth Leicht, Sheboygan, Wis.; L.L.L., Western New York 
District, Buffalo; Rev. C. A. Mennicke, Varna, IIl.; C. Meyer, Cleveland; Rev. J. E. 
Meyer, Buffalo, N. Y.; Miss Pauline Meyer, Secaucus, N. J.; Ella Miller, Langen- 
burg, Sask., Canada; Mount Olive Church, Duluth, Minn.; Theo, P. Radtke, 
Detroit; Rev. A. Ranzau, Millersburg, Iowa; Miss Elsbeth Reith, St. Joseph, Mich.; 
bees Rust, Everett, Wash.; Rev. G. E. Schramm, Alhambra, CEE Mrs. A. E. 
Schuster, Akon, Towa; L. Stexbaiet, Bluffton, Ind.; Dr. Martin Walker, Buffalo, 
N. Y.; Rev. A. M. Weber, New York; Mrs. W. C. Weist, Dayton, Ohio; 
Rev. Walter S. Wendt, Belle Plaine, Iowa. 


MARCH, 1950 


Dr. THEO. GraEBNER: The World Almanac, oe 1939; Lectures on the 
Fundamental Doctrines of the Christian Religion; Our Redeemer, Chicago (A 
Cathedral of Gospel Art), 1948; Statistical Bulletin for the Lutheran Church in 
North America, 1942; Christmas, its. Carols, Customs, and Legends; A Century of 
Life and Growth, Prasaeoe Bk, Concern, 1948; Fifty Years of Christian Service 
to Lutheran Youth, 1943; Official Manual, State of Missouri, 1941—42, Dwight 
H. Brown, Jefferson City, Mo.; «Who's Whe ind mierican ‘Education: Vol. XI, 
1943—44, Robert C. Cook, editor, Nashville, Tenn.; Book of Hymns, Northwestern 
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Publishing House, Milwaukee, n.d.; Sunday School Curriculum (Mo. Synod), 
1949; Minutes of Call of the Cross Conference, 1940; 1946 Board for Parish 
Bducation (Mo. Synod); The Reformation from a New Perspective: E. G. Schwie- 
bert, reprint from CRurch History, March, 1948; Union Documents of the E. L. C., 
Minneapolis, Minn., 1948; The Free By) Lathe Church of Finland, 1948; The 
Lutheran Church in New York, New York Public Library, 1946; Catalos: Con- 
cordia Seminary, St. Louis, 194950. 


District Reports (Mo. Synod): California and Nevada, 1948; Central, 1948; 
Central Illinois, 1948; Colorado, 1946; Eastern, 1948; English, 1948; Southeasters, 
1948; Southern California, 1943, 1948; Texas, 1948; convention pimuske Montana, 
1948: Western, 1949. - 

Reports of Synods: Slovak, 1941, 1947; Evangelical een Syabd in 
Australia, 1943, 1944; United. Lutheran Church in America, 1946; Augustana 
Synod, 1947; official reports, Boards of A. L.C., 1944, 1948; Synodical Conference, 
Negto churches, 1944; Graduation issues of Alma Mater and Seminarian, 1939 
to 1949; Bound oe rece fauihere Witness, 1913—1937, 1939—1942, 1947 
to 1948; Lutheraner (bound), 1944—1947; 1948 report of Eduction Conference 
(Miscotei Synod); Minutes of Fiscal Genkcteses: 1947; Conference on Christianity 
and Higher Education, 1947; Statistical Yearbook, 1897—1902, 1906—1911, 1913, 
1916, 1920, 1924, 19271946; various copies of Lutheran Oiutilook: pdickGonal 
institutes, 1885—86, 1895—99, 1908—1928; minutes of Lutheran Free Church, 
1923— 1926, 1929, 1932, 1936; minutes of Synodical Conference, 1873, 1896, 1898, 
1902, 1910, 1912, 1916; i Synod, 1920; Methodist Yearbook, 1921, National 
Lutheran Education Conference, 1934, 

Constitutions of the following: Ev. eres Gortesaek er: Gesellschaft, zu St. Louis, 
Mo., 1903; Concordia Gottesacker-Gesellschaft, Chicago, 1903; Bethany School, 
Chicago, 1899; Bethlehem School, Chicago, 1892; Concardia Cemetery, n. dc 
St. Paul, Fort Dodge, Iowa, 1903; Altenheim Gesellschaft, Chicago, 1901; Jugend- 
Verein, Jehovah, Chicago, n.d.; Jehovah School, Chicago, 1911; Christ, Minneap- 
olis, Minn., n. d.; Children’s Memorial Hospital, Chicago, 1910; Lutheran Brother- 
hood, n.d.; Orphanage, Addison, Ill., 1902; Concordia League, Chicago, 1910; 
Grace, Milwaukee, 1897; Holy Cross, St. Louis, 1889; Nord- und Nordwest 
Chicago Brickmacher Kranken-Unterstuetzungs-Verein, Chicago, n. d.; Zion, Boston, 
1924; St. Matthew, N. Y., 1895; Bethlehem, Milwaukee, 1917; Immanuel, St. Charles, 
Mo., 1909; Concordia Mutual Benefit League, Chicago, 1912; Gesamt Gemeinde, 
St. Louis, 1874; St. John’s Hospital, Red Wing, Minn., 1903; Zion, St. Louis, 
1889; Trinity, Cleveland, Ohio, 1881; St. Paul, Chicago, n.d.; Walther College 
Ass’n, St. Louis, 1889; Bureau of Information, n.d.; St. Matthew (Norwegian), 
Chicago, 1898; Choral Union, Norwegian Synod, 1903; St. Stephan, Milwaukee, 
1902; Original Rights Society, N. Y., 1908; Lutheran Education Society, Chicago, 
n.d.; Lutheran Ladies’ Seminary, Red Wing, Minn., n.d.; Walther League, n. d.; 
Evang. Diakonissen-Verein, St. Louis, Mo., n.d.; Illinois Norwegian Abstinence 
Federation, Chicago, 1908; Pastoral Conference, Synodical Conference, Detroit, 
1934; Redeemer, Chicago, n.d.; St. Paul, Madisonville, Ohio, 1890; St. Paul, Fort 
Wayne, 1898; Ev. Luth. Society of Missouri for Homeless Children and Aged 
Persons, St. Louis, 1904; St. John, Forest Park, Ill., 1920; Lutheran Deaconess 
Ass’n of Synodical Conference, n.d.; Nativity, Detroit, n. d. 

Rey. E. C. ZimMERMANN: Dedication services, St. Peter, Northdale (Columbia 


Bottoms), St. Louis County, Missouri, 1950. 


Concorpia Pusisoinc House: Old Truths for a New Day, Geiseman, 
CoP Ari, 1950: 

Dr. A. C. STELLHORN: Material on Me ar of teacher graduates, 1950. 

Rey. E. M. Quanor: History of St. John’s, Watertown, Wis., 1912. 

Rey. A. T. Freunp: Evangelischer Send-Brief, by Joseph Schaitberger, Joh. 
Andrea Endterischen Buch-Handlung, Nuernberg, n 

Armep Services Commission: Loyalty— Christ and Country, Vol. 1V 
(bound) ; The Lutheran Chaplain, 1947—1948 (bound). 

Rev. L. J. Scuxwartzkopr: History of the Hyde Park Church, Chicago, IIl., 
1950. F aS 
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Mrs. Henry SuetFiow: Rededication booklet, First Immanuel, Cedarburg, 
Wis., 1950; materials on Trinity, Freistadt, Wis. 

Wa ter P. ScHOENFUHS; Pamphlet on Lutheran Rooney Services, St. Louis, 
Mo., 1917. 
- Rey. P,L. Kiuenper: 1949 Year Book of St, Paul’s Church, Melrose 
Park, Ili. 

Rev. R. T. Koepke: Picture of missionaries assembled for general conference 
at Ambur, India, Jan. 6—11, 1950. 

Dr. W.G. Potack: Papers of the American Society of Church History, 
Vols. 8 and 9. 

- Newspaper clippings, memorial programs, and memorial sermons on the death 
and funeral of Dr. W. A. Maier were sent in by the following: Rev. Charles 
Frenzel, Marion, N.C.; Rev. H. G. Hartner, Denver, Colo.; Rev. Ottomar E. 
Bickel, Painesville, Ohio. 

Rev. WaLTEerR Sievers: Manuscripts of “Liturgische Gesaenge zur Agenda 
von W. Loehe.” 
APRIL, 1950 


Erwin T. eau The Cresset, 1939—46; Who’s Who Monthly Supplements 
April, 1950. 

Concorpia PusiisHinc House: Treasury of Christian Literature, Kaas 
Schmieding, Concordia Publishing House, 1949. 

Dr. Paut M. BrerscHer: Picture of Wolf’s Point, Chicago, 1833; of Log 
Cabin Seminary. 

Dr. F.E. Mayer: Collection of pictures, Concordia Seminary, Springfield, 
et. al. Sermon preached at funeral of Dr. Emanuel A. Meyer, Aug. 28, 1940. 

Rev. E. L. Roscuxe: Dedication program, Bethlehem, Johnson City, Tenn.; 
newspaper accounts of Dr. W. A. Maier’s death, et al. 

Rev. Martin E. A. Muevier: History of Emmanuel Cong. of Deaf, Mil- 
waukee, Wis., 1948; newspaper accounts of Dr. W. A. Maier’s death, et. al. 

Hersert W.Knopp: Proceedings First Institute of Public Relations, Val- 
paraiso, Ind., 1950. 
- Rev. Oscar A. Gerken: Newspaper clippings, memorial sermon, et al. on— 
death of Dr. W. A. Maier. : 

R. ScHEIMANN: History of Immanuel, Grand Rapids, Mich., 1931. 

LuTHEerAN Wrrness: Collection of manuscripts. 

Water Wismar: candle holder of last century. 

Rev. Cart A.Lisr: Lutheraner (bound), 1852—1853; 1853; 1855—1861; 
1871—1872; 1874—1875; 1902—1905. 

Epwin H. Koenic: Praxis Evangelicorum, Martin Moeller, Lueneburg, — 
nischen Buchdrucherey, 1787. 

Mrs. Cart RaHE: Pipestem used by the Rev. Otto Kolbe; German Bible, 
Nuernberg, gedruckt durch Christoph Endtern, 1670. 

James T. Bapeaux, Jr.: Newspaper clippings of Dr. W. A. Maier’s memorial 
service, New Orleans, La. 

Rey. E.H. Beckmann: 350th anniversary program of Reformation Festival 
held in St. Louis Nov. 1, 1867. 

Rev. Freperic Niepner: Picture of Rev. Martin Stephan; paper on old Lu- 
theran customs. 

L. V. Screwer: Picture of Missouri Synod Convention, Milwaukee, 1917. 

Dr. H.F.Winv: Associated Lutheran Charities Convention Reports, 1932 
to 1933, 1935—1937, 1939—1949. 

Rev. E. Mueuier: History of Second Ave. Ey. Luth. Congregation, Sterling, 
Ill., 1950; Sterling Daily Gazette, April 25, 1950, containing story of above 
congregation’s aninversary service. 
A. R. SueLFLow, Curator 


